
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF THE CLASS:  
 

This  is  a  t rainee posi t ion for  which candidates  are  selected on the basis  of  general  

intel l igence,  basic  knowledge of  elementary chemistry and general  science,  and 

mechanical  apt i tude.  Term of  appointment  is  l imited to length of  t raineeship for  the 

plant  where the posi t ion exis ts ,  dur ing which t ime employees should be required to 

sat isfactor i ly complete  the t raining and experience requirements  of  the New York State  

DEC regulat ions for  a  cer t i f icate  appropriate  to the plant .  Undergoes on -the-job t raining 

to become qual i f ied as  an operator  of  a  wastewater  t reatment  plant ;  assis ts  in  the 

operat ion and maintenance of  a  wastewater  t reatment  plant ;  does related work as  

required.  When not  involved in  wastewater  plant  operat ion,  may perform laborer  dut ies  

for  the municipal i ty.  This  is  a  t rainee posi t ion involving responsibi l i ty for  learning the 

dut ies  and rout ines  in the operat ion and maintenance of  a  wastewater  t reatment  plant .  

The work is  performed under  immediate  supervis ion of  a  qual i f ied operator .  

 
 

TYPICAL WORK ACTIVITIES:  (Il lustrative only)  
 

Performs s tudy and reading assignments ,  observes demonstrat ions,  and otherwise learns 

the techniques of  operat ion and maintenance of  a  wastewater  t reatment  plant ;  

Learns and assis ts  in  the operat ion and adjustments  of  pumps,  valves,  screens,  and 

related mechanical  equipment;  

Learns and assis ts  in  the inspect ion,  maintenance,  and repair  of  pumps,  valves,  screens,  

and related mechanical  equipment;  

Learns and assis ts  in  the making of  tes ts  to  determine such things that  may include 

chlor ine residual ,  set t leabi l i ty,  MLSS, pH, pounds,  SVI,  and/or  sample col lect ion;   

Cleans channels ,  screens,  tanks,  and other  equipment;  

Learns and assis ts  in  the preparat ion and maint enance of  act ivi ty records and reports ;  

Performs increasingly responsible  dut ies  as  assigned in the operat ion and maintenance of  

a  wastewater  t reatment  plant ;  

May perform bui ldings and grounds maintenance tasks including,  but  not  l imited to,  

mowing,  weed-eat ing,  j ani tor ial  dut ies ,  snow removal ,  and paint ing;  

Performs other  dut ies  as  assigned.  
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FULL PERFORMANCE KNOWLEDGES, SKILLS, ABILITIES, & PERSONAL 

CHARACTERISTICS: 
 

Famil iar i ty with elementary pr inciples  of  chemistry and general  science;  

Good general  intel l igence;  

Good observat ion;  

Abi l i ty to learn pr inciples  and procedures  relat ing to operat ion and maintenance of  a  

wastewater  t reatment  plant ;  

Abi l i ty to develop ski l l  in  the operat ion and maintenance of  pumps,  valves,  and related 

mechanical  equipment;  

Abi l i ty to get  a long wel l  wi th others;  

Abi l i ty to understand and fol low oral  and wri t ten inst ruct ions;  

Industry and dependabi l i ty;  

Tact  and courtesy;  

Good physical  condi t ion.  
 

 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:  
 

Graduat ion from high school  or  possession of  a  high school  equivalency diploma.  
 

 
 

 


