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LANDLORD SECURITY AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, made the _____day of ________________, 20____, by and between Cayuga County Department of Social Services located at 160 Genesee, Auburn, NY 13021 (hereinafter “Department”) and 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                            (Landlord Name)

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                      (Landlord’s mailing address)

(hereinafter “Landlord”).

WHEREAS section 143-c of State Social Services laws and 18 NYCRR 352.6 permits a local social service official, at his/her option, to indemnify any landlord against nonpayment of rent and/or damages caused by a Temporary Assistance Applicant/Recipient–Tenant ________________________________________________________________ (hereinafter “Client/Tenant”), as a
                                                     (Client’s Name) 
condition to renting housing accommodations, and WHEREAS, Landlord is the owner of record of premises located in the County of Cayuga and State of New York and Landlord is or will become the landlord for, a Temporary Assistance Applicant/Recipient at

_______________________________________, _____________________, NY  ___________,(hereinafter 
                      (Tenant’s Street Address)                                  (City/Town)                  (State)   (Zip Code)

Premises”) The Department and Landlord hereby agree:

(1) That in order to secure the Landlord against the nonpayment of rent and/or damages to the premises caused by the Client/Tenant, the Department agrees that effective on the date the Client/ Tenant enters and takes possession of said premises as a tenant, the Department will indemnify Landlord a sum of money pursuant to this Agreement, not in any event to exceed $____________________, which is equal to one month’s actual rent for the premises in question.

(2) This indemnification is made in lieu of the Landlord accepting a cash security deposit from the Client/Tenant. The acceptance of a cash deposit from the Client/Tenant renders this Agreement null and void.

(3) It is understood by and between the parties that any payment claimed by the Landlord under the terms of this Agreement is subject to any and all legal and equitable defenses that the Client/Tenant may have under State and Federal Law.

(4) The Department shall be liable for nonpayment of rent and/or damages under the terms of this Agreement only for a period of time the Client/Tenant is actually occupying the premises. This Agreement is the limit of the liability of the Department to the Landlord.

(5) It is expressly agreed and understood by the parties hereto that as condition of payment by the Department to the Landlord under this Agreement for damages and/or unpaid rent, the agreement must be accompanied by a pre and post Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos conducted by Cayuga County DSS. 

[bookmark: _Hlk531168710](6) It is expressly agreed and understood by the parties hereto that as a condition of payment by the Department to the Landlord under the terms of this agreement, the Landlord shall submit any claim within 30 days after the Client/ Tenant vacates the property or within 90 days after the closure of the Client/Tenant‘s Temporary Assistance case, whichever comes first. This Agreement does not guarantee a 30-day advance notice by the Client/Tenant to vacate the property. 

(7) Claims for tenant caused damages must be accompanied specific documents for repairs that a Contractor or Management Company completed. An itemized invoice showing each item of repair with cost of labor and materials clearly indicated for each item must be provided. For repairs completed by a Landlord, an itemized list showing each item of repair with hours of labor and material costs clearly indicated for each item and accompanied by receipts for materials and supplies must be provided. Please note that claims should be submitted within the time frame detailed above, even if all repairs have not been completed or all documentation has not been collected.

(8) Unpaid rent can only be claimed from the effective date of the signed Security Agreement through the time-period the client/tenant occupied the premises. A notarized statement must be provided by the owner/landlord for Cayuga County DSS to review.




(9) It is understood that this Agreement relates only to a sum to be held by the Department as an indemnification to the Landlord pursuant to Social Services Law, Section 143-c. It is not in any manner to be construed as a Rental Agreement between the Department and the Landlord, and that other than this indemnification, there is no privity of contract hereto between the Department 
and Landlord, the Client/Tenant being the sole lessee of the premises. The Client/Tenant is and remains responsible for the payment of rent to the Landlord, and in no way, fashion or form does the Department assume the rent payments as an obligation of the Department, or assume any responsibility for notifying the Landlord of the Client/Tenant’s vacating of the premises.

(10) This agreement shall not be in effect unless, and until, Client/Tenant has actually occupied premises and said agreement has been signed by Landlord and a duly-authorized Department official.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement as of the dates indicated below.

By: ___________________________________________ Dated: ________________________
            Authorized Cayuga County DSS Representative

By: ___________________________________________ Dated: ________________________
                                     Landlord Signature

******************************************************************************************************************************************************

Requesting a Claim
For Damages:
· Once the landlord/tenant relationship is severed, and landlord or his/her representative would like to make a claim for damages, he/she should contact (315) 253-1313 to schedule a Post Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos.  
· Every effort will be made to complete a Post Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos the same day of the request, or, if that is not possible, within 72 hours of the call requesting a Post-Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos.  
· It is requested that the landlord or the landlord’s representative be present for the Post-Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos. 
· Once the Post-Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos has been completed, a written claim for tenant caused damages must be sent to CCDSS accompanied by the following documentation: 
*For Contractor or Management Company completed repairs-  an itemized invoice showing each item of repair with cost of labor and materials clearly indicated for each item. 
*For Landlord completed repairs- an itemized list showing each item of repair with hours of labor and material costs clearly indicated for each item and accompanied by receipts for materials and supplies. 
· Landlord shall submit any claim within 30 days after the Client/ Tenant vacates the property or within 90 days after the closure of the Client/Tenant‘s Temporary Assistance case, whichever comes first. Please note that claims should be submitted within this time frame, even if all repairs have not been completed or all documentation has not been collected.
· Landlord Submitted Claims information will be compared to the initial Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos report and post Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos report and a settlement for damages, up to the monthly rent, will be offered to the landlord by Cayuga County.   
· Acceptance of this settlement offered by DSS does not prevent a landlord from seeking additional repair costs from the Tenant beyond what the County has paid. In fact, the documentation provided by this process could serve to validate a claim in a court of appropriate jurisdiction. 
· If a landlord fails to request a Post Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos within 30 days of the tenant vacating the property, or if another tenant moves into the property  prior to the post Department of Social Services walk-through with Photos occurring, no claims for damages will be honored by CCDSS.
For Unpaid Rent:
· [bookmark: _Hlk531161135]To make a claim for unpaid rent, a notarized statement must be provided to Cayuga County DSS by the owner/landlord. Unpaid rent can only be approved from the effective date of the signed Security Agreement through the time-period the client/tenant actually occupied the premises. 
· Notarized Statement must include details of unpaid rent including month of tenancy, amount unpaid, date that tenant vacated the property, etc.       
· Note: The Security Agreement does not guarantee a 30-day advance notice by the Client/Tenant to vacate the property, therefore any unpaid rent claim beyond the last month of the tenant’s occupancy will not be approved.   
 
All claims should be submitted to:
                Cayuga County DSS Housing Inspector                                    Phone (315) 253-1313  
                160 Genesee St. Auburn, N.Y. 13021                                           Fax (315) 253-8050                            
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