CAYUGA COUNTY
AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD
COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING – 160 GENESEE STREET – AUBURN, NEW YORK 13201

(315) 253-1276

Tuesday, December 08, 2020
11:00 a.m.
Via Conference Call

MEETING AGENDA
(1)

Call to Order

(2)

Approval of Minutes – May 12, 2020

(3)

Board Member Terms Ending 12-31-2020
(a)

(4)

Craig Culver- Farmer

Twelve Corners Rd Solar Installation in the Town of Niles NOI
(a)

Review NOI for requested comment from NYSDAM re: “whether the action will
have an unreasonably adverse effect on the continuing viability of a farm enterprise,
or enterprises within the district”.

(5)

Other Business

(6)

Adjournment

DRAFT Minutes
Cayuga County Agricultural & Farmland Protection Board
Tuesday, May 12, 2020, 10:00 A.M.
Via Conference/Video Call
Board Members Present:
Kelly Anderson, Chair (Cayuga County Real Property Services, Director)
Steve Lynch (Cayuga County Planning & Economic Development, Director)
Jason Cuddaback, designee (Chairperson of the Board of Directors CCSWCD)
Jeff Ten Eyck (Agricultural Land Preservation Organization Representative)
Dennis Eckel (Agribusiness Representative)
John O’Connell, III (Farmer Representative)
Thane Benson (Farmer Representative)
Others present:
Dan Welch (CCE Agriculture Educator Representative- Pending appointment by County Legislature 5/26/2020)
Kari Terwilliger (CCPED Staff to AFPB)
Absent:
Andrew Dennison (Cayuga County Legislator)
Craig Culver (Farmer Representative)
Christopher Gross (Farmer Representative)
1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Kelly Anderson at approximately 10:08 A.M. with a quorum of members
present.
2. Approval of Minutes – April 9, 2020 meeting
Kelly Anderson asked the Board if they had reviewed the minutes from the April 9, 2020 meeting and if they had
any questions, comments, or corrections to make. There were none. She asked if there was a motion to approve said
minutes. Steve Lynch made a motion that the minutes from April 9, 2020 be accepted as written. Motion
seconded by Dennis Eckel. Motion carried.
3. Chestnut Ridge Rd Solar Installation in the Town of Moravia NOI
Kelly Anderson asked Kari Terwilliger to review this agenda item with the Board. Kari stated that she received a
copy of the NOI that was provided to the Board in their meeting packets from NYSDAM with a request that the
Board respond by May 21, 2020. Jason Cuddaback stated that he is very familiar with this site and the landowners
that owned the parcel in years past. He stated that the site would be great for solar since the parcel has not been
farmed in at least 15 years and has been mined for gravel by the 2 past landowners. He also stated that the parcel
was reclaimed a few years ago for farmland, but most of what was put back was sub soil and rock separated out
during top soil removal so it is not really well suited for farming anymore. Jason also stated that this project is a
much cleaner and more thoughtful design with respect to farming than the previously reviewed project in the Town
of Ledyard; noting the post driven proposal for the panels which will be back filled and the incorporation of top soil
under the panels which together is overall better for future agricultural use. Steve Lynch stated that he felt that the
developers did a good job of looking at the actual agricultural areas on the site and tried to avoid them as much as
possible with most of the panels being placed over the old quarry. He also stated that this project does not seem to
have the same level of potential impacts on agriculture as the project that the Board reviewed last month in the
Town of Ledyard. He stated that he felt that this project in Moravia would not have an adverse impact on future
agricultural use of the site noting that the developer was able to confirm that there are no drain tiles on the site and
that the developer will be placing the transmission lines as overhead lines and not burying them to avoid impacts
on future farm use. Dennis Eckel, Kelly Anderson and John O’Connell, III all agreed with the statements made by
both Jason and Steve and said that this particular project will not have an adverse impact on either current or future
agricultural use of the site. Kelly asked the Board if there was any further discussion. Hearing none, she asked for
a motion for a response to NYSDAM and this solar NOI. Steve Lynch made a motion to have Kari Terwilliger
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draft a letter in response to NYSDAM regarding the Chestnut Ridge Rd solar project in the Town of Moravia
summarizing the Board’s comments made during the meeting and to circulate a draft of said letter to the
Board via email for review and final approval and then authorizing her to send the letter to NYSDAM on
the Board’s behalf. Motion seconded by Dennis Eckel. Motion carried.
4. Other Business
Kelly Anderson asked if anyone had anything else they would like to discuss. Steve Lynch stated that he wanted to
inform the Board about the proposed large solar project in the Town of Conquest on 2,000 acres +/- and around 200
Megawatts. He stated that this project will be going through the state’s Article 10 process for sitting review and
approval, unlike the other projects that the AFPB has seen which required local approvals. He stated that he was
unsure what role that NYSDAM or the AFPB will have in the review of the project, but that the public comment
period should start in early June when a sitting board will be established. Steve asked Dennis Eckel if he was
familiar with the area that was being proposed for the project. Dennis stated that he was very familiar with the farm
where the project is proposed and stated that he felt the solar project would have a major negative impact on
agriculture and the Town of Conquest, that it is a tremendous amount of good agricultural land that will be lost.
Kelly Anderson welcomed Dan Welch back to the Board, and asked if he wanted to say anything. Dan introduced
himself to the Board, noting that many members already know him; and stated that Cornell Cooperative Extension
has approximately 1,200 remaining gallons of hand sanitizer that they will be distributing to farms and agricultural
businesses in the county by the end of the week.
5. Adjournment
Kelly Anderson asked if there was any further discussion or business to come before the Board. Hearing none, she
asked for a motion to adjourn. John O’Connell, III made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded
by Dennis Eckel. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 10:29 A.M.
Minutes prepared by Kari Terwilliger, staff to the AFPB
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ANDREW M. CUOMO
Governor

RICHARD A. BALL
Commissioner

November 16, 2020
Kelly Anderson, Chair
Cayuga County AFPB
c/o Kari Terwilliger, Senior Planner
160 Genesee Street; 5th Floor
Auburn, NY 13021
RE:

Final Notice of Intent to Undertake an Action within an Agricultural District, Omni
, 4643 Twelve Corners Road Solar in the Town of Auburn, Cayuga
County Agricultural District No. 5

Dear Ms. Anderson:
I have determined that the enclosed Final Notice of Intent, filed with this Department by
NYSERDA, for the advance of public funds for the construction of a 5.0 MW solar array, in the
Town of Auburn, located in Cayuga County Agricultural District No. 5, is complete.
Accordingly, pursuant to the Agriculture and Markets Law, Section 305(4), I am forwarding a copy
of the Final Notice for your review and comment on the effect of the proposed action on state
environmental plans policies and objectives.
Pursuant to Section 305(4), the statutory review period is thirty-five (35) days. As such, I would
appreciate your response by December 16, 2020. Should no response be received by this date,
I will assume that you have found that the proposed action would not have an unreasonably
adverse effect upon state environmental plans, policies and objectives.
Sincerely,

Andy Steiner
Senior Environmental Analyst
Enc.
File:

20/154-NOI

Division of Land and Water Resources

10B Airline Dr. Albany, N.Y., 12235 518/457-8887 www.agriculture.ny.gov

ANDREW M. CUOMO
Governor

RICHARD A. BALL
Commissioner

November 16, 2020
Dear Landowner:
Under the Agricultural Districts Law, certain public entities are required to file a Preliminary and
Final Notice of Intent with the Department of Agriculture and Markets and the County Agricultural
and Farmland Protection Board prior to the acquisition of property or the advance of funds for the
installation of water and sewer mains within a State certified agricultural district.
I have determined that the enclosed Final Notice of Intent, filed with this Department by
NYSERDA, for the advance of public funds for the construction of a 5.0 MW solar array, in the
Town of Auburn, located in Cayuga County Agricultural District No. 5, is complete.
The Notice process sets forth certain limitations on the exercise of eminent domain and other
public acquisitions and identifies a process whereby the proposed project can be examined with
regard to its impact on agricultural enterprises in the affected district(s). The Notice filing contains
a description of the proposed action, the agricultural setting and the types of agricultural
enterprises that may be affected by the project, the short and long-term impacts on agriculture,
an examination of alternatives, a discussion of mitigation measures proposed to minimize
adverse impacts on farm enterprises, a list of affected property owners, and other information.
A copy of this letter and a copy of the Preliminary and Final Notice of Intent is being sent to you
as potentially affected landowners that have been identified as being within the agricultural
district and affected by the proposed action. If you would like to provide comments to the
Department with regard to the above-referenced project, please contact me at (518) 357-3186, or
submit your comments in writing. You may also want to contact Kelly Anderson, Chair, Cayuga
County AFPB, 160 Genesee Street, Auburn, NY 13021.
We must receive your comments on or before December 16, 2020 so they may be considered in
our Notice review process. Should no response be received by this date, I will assume that you
do not have any comments and/or observations regarding the proposed action.
Sincerely,

Andy Steiner
Senior Environmental Analyst
Enc.
cc:
Kelly Anderson, Chair, Cayuga County AFPB
File: 20/154-NOI
Division of Land and Water Resources

10B Airline Dr. Albany, N.Y., 12235 518/457-8887 www.agriculture.ny.gov

Commissioner Richard Ball
NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
10B Airline Drive
Albany, NY 12235
November 12, 2020
SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
Re: Notice of Intent to Undertake an Action Within an Agricultural District
Omni Navitas Holdings’ 4643 Twelve Corners Road Solar Project in the Town of Auburn
Dear Mr. Ball:
Pursuant to New York State Agriculture and Markets Law (AML) Section 305(4)(b), the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) hereby files a Notice of Intent to undertake an action within
a State-certified Agricultural District.
NYSERDA has reviewed the attached information submitted by Omni Navitas Holdings, the project developer,
for the construction of 4643 Twelve Corners Solar Project at 4643 Twelve Corners Rd, Auburn, New York. The
information provided herein is accurate to the extent of NYSERDA’s knowledge.
Sincerely,

Candace Rossi
Project Manager, NY-Sun
Cc:

Andrew Steiner, NYSAGM
Max Joel, NYSERDA
Peter McAuliffe, Omni Navitas Holding

Enclosures

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets – Agriculture Districts Law §305
Notice of Intent to Undertake an Action Within an Agricultural District
Instructions: The purpose of this form is to provide NYSERDA with the necessary information required to
submit a Notice of Intent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets on behalf of the Project Sponsor.
Please populate all fields in this template, as applicable, and return to NYSERDA, with a copy to
commercial.industrialpv@nyserda.ny.gov. Please add additional documents if desired and include
required maps and/or other figures as outlined below in the response sent to NYSERDA.
I.
Project Description
Provide information regarding the system size, NY-Sun incentives awarded, local approvals received, the
current status of interconnection, and any other relevant information for the project.

The proposed project is a 5 MW AC, 6.16 MW DC photovoltaic solar system. The
proposed project is [in the process of receiving / has received] site plan approval from
the Town of Auburn.

II.

Project Contact Information:

Project Name: 4643 Twelve Corners road, LLC
Public Entity: NYS Energy and Research Development Authority
Developer: Omni Navitas Holdings, LLC
Seller:
Project Sponsor Information:
Name/Title: Peter McAuliffe, Project Manager
Phone Number: 617-733-4545

Email: peter.mcauliffe@omni-navitas.com
Fax Number: 617-507-5624

Contact Information of other individuals authorized to respond to NYSDAM inquiries:
Name/Title:
Email:
Fax Number:
Phone Number:
Name/Title:
Phone Number:

Email:
Fax Number:

Name/Title:
Phone Number:

Email:
Fax Number:

III.

Description of the Proposed Action and its Agricultural Setting:

Project Address: 4643 Twelve Corners Road
Authority Having Jurisdiction: Town of Auburn
Agricultural District: CAYU005
Total Farms Affected1: 1
Anticipated date of commencement of proposed action3: Fall of
2020

County: Cayuga
Total Parcel Size: 211 acres
Total Acres Affected2: 30 acres

Please provide a detailed description of the proposed action below. If any grading, shaping, excavation or
filling is identified, please express such details in a narrative or on a site plan. Identify if there is any tile
drainage installed within this parcel.
Please answer the following questions:
1. Will the landowner have access to the remainder of the agricultural field? Yes
2. Is the parcel subdivided, or will the parcel be subdivided? If so, will the parcels be merged after
the system has been decommissioned?
The proposed application is a ground mounted photovoltaic solar system, covering approximately 30
acres. The Solar system will consist of tracker panels, with a gravel access road off Twelve Corners
Road. Please see attached site plan for the details of the layout and interconnection point for the
project. There will be no grading or shaping, with minimal excavation for the equipment pad and
conductors.

Total number of farms within the district affected by the action.
Affected Areas are areas within the proposed Limits of Disturbance (LOD) that are currently used for agricultural
production of food and fiber. The following further identifies these applicable affected areas within agricultural areas:
(1) Any agricultural areas that would be permanently converted from agricultural use, including: the entire area within
the perimeter fencing (accounting for areas being permanently converted from agricultural use), access roads, buried
utilities, overhead electric/communication structures, required permanent, and post construction stormwater
management. (2) Any agricultural areas infeasible to farm due to the development of the facility. These areas are
dependent on the normal operation to maneuver typically used equipment for the production of food and fiber.
Examples of these areas would include narrow setback areas or divided fields that are not able to efficiently
maneuver equipment. (3) Temporary disturbed soil areas during construction which proposed to be returned to the
pre-existing condition, such as: lay-down areas, temporary access areas, stockpiles areas, temporary grading areas,
and areas where temporary erosion and sediment controls were installed.
3
The commencement date is the first day the Project Sponsor/Developer starts any construction-related activity and
may include, but is not limited to, creating access road(s), digging underground trenches, starting land clearing,
2
1

2

staging supplies and/or equipment, or installing solar panels.

3

Provide as part of your response package to NYSERDA maps showing the site of the proposed action
including the following:
1. The proposed solar array layout of the project on an aerial image.
2. Label or annotate the map with all affected landowners, including tax map numbers, surrounding
land uses, and type(s) of agricultural production.
3. Label all points of interconnection with the public utilities, all transmission lines associated with
the project, equipment storage or mobilization pads/construction areas, and access
roads/driveways.
4. Include a map showing the proposed solar array overlaid on the soils map, if available
Maps should always be supplied to a displayed scale, include a north arrow, and be viewable rather than
an imbedded image. Multiple maps may be submitted to fulfill this request.
Operator of Parcel and Affected Landowners (Provide the names, addresses, and tax parcel identification
numbers for the landowners that are directly affected by the construction of the proposed project within
the agricultural district. This includes the owners of the land where the project will be constructed and any
other landowner that may be affected by the construction of an access road or transmission lines across
their property. Do not include landowners within the project vicinity that are not within the agricultural
district. This can complicate the review process):
Operator of the Parcel4:
Affected Landowners: Patrick & Miranda Rumsey
1. Name(s): Patrick & Miranda Rumsey
Address: 4643 Twelve Corners Road
Parcel Number(s): 146.00-1-11
2. Name(s):
Address:
Parcel Number(s):
3. Name(s):
Address:
Parcel Number(s):
4. Name(s):
Address:
Parcel Number(s):
5. Name(s):
Address:
Parcel Number(s):

4

If the parcel is continuing as an active farming operation, provide information for the operator of the farm.
4

IV.

Agricultural Impact of the Proposed Action:

Describe and assess all short-term and long-term effects associated with the proposed action, including
an assessment of any agricultural impacts and any concerns expressed by farm landowners directly
affected by the proposed action.

The proposed action will have no short-term or long-term agricultural impacts due to
the under-utilization of agricultural resources on the current parcel, coupled with the
decommissioning plan to restore the property to its existing condition once the project
life is completed. The portion of the property where the proposed project is located is
not being utilized.

V.

Adverse Agricultural Effects which cannot be avoided should the proposed action be
implemented:

Describe any adverse agricultural effects which cannot be avoided should the proposed action be
implemented.

Not applicable.

5

VI.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action:
a. Describe alternatives to the proposed action, and reasons why the project site was selected
as the preferred site for the proposed action. An alternative site is viewed as any other
parcel(s) that were assessed or reviewed to be a potential candidate to host the project,
before arriving at the selected location.5 Provide only the tax parcel ID and a brief explanation
as to why the parcel was not ultimately selected.6

The project site was selected due to the determination by the property owner that
the proposed project is the best possible use for the property. The income stream to
the property owner in the form of annual lease payments will help sustain other
farming operations they have in the surrounding area. In addition, the parcel
location is desirable for solar development due to the south-facing terrain, as well as
the close proximity to local utility electrical service and substation. The proposed
project will be very hidden and setback from surrounding parcels, as well as nearby
roads. Due to these reasons, the property owner and developer felt this was a very
desirable location for the solar project.
Project Alternatives
- Tax ID: 146.00-1-15.1
- Tax ID: 146.00-1-11
- Tax ID: 146.00-1-9
These project alternative tax parcels were not chosen due to the respective
landowners unwilling to lease.
b. Briefly describe any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of agricultural resources which
would be involved in the proposed action should it be implemented. Include the
decommissioning plan as an attachment and provide any other plans to return the project site
to agricultural use following the conclusion of the proposed action’s lifespan. Provide
confirmation that the affected parcel will be returned to its current condition, once the project
has been decommissioned.

There will be no irreversible or irretrievable commitments of agricultural resources,
as there will be minimal disturbance and no displacement of current soils on the
property. There are no active agricultural uses on the location where the proposed
action is being sited. There will be a decommissioning plan in place prior to the
construction of the proposed action, so if the property owner does wish to pursue
any agricultural uses at the end of the project life, they are more than welcome to do
so. The developer is committed to utilizing the best possible practices at the time of
decommissioning to not only restore the property condition, but also to salvage the
materials being used, such as the PV panels, copper, and steel materials.
5 Examples

of what is considered alternatives by NYSDAM are any parcels considered for development in or outside
the agricultural district, wooded lots, county owned land, etc.
6 Examples of why the alternative was not selected include the unavailability of three-phase connections, landowner
unwillingness to lease the alternative site, environmental concerns, etc.
6

VII.

Mitigation measures proposed:
Describe any mitigation measures proposed to minimize the adverse impact of the proposed
action on the continuing viability of a farm enterprise or enterprises within the district.
Confirm that the proposed action will follow NYSDAM’s Guidelines for Agricultural Mitigation
for Solar Energy Projects and describe specifically if any guidelines will not be followed.

The proposed project will abide by all NYSDAM's solar energy projects construction
and restoration guidelines.

7

a. Describe any aspects of the proposed action which would encourage non-farm development,
where applicable and appropriate, including any local zoning restrictions which apply to the
area.
Not applicable.

When this form is completed, the Project Sponsor must provide his/her signature prior to submitting the
form to NYSERDA.

Elijah t. Mendelsohn
Project Sponsor (Developer)

11/5/2020
Date

_

8
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New York Community Solar
Facility Decommissioning Plan
September 2020

Prepared For:
Town of Niles, NY

GSPP 4643 Twelve Corners Road, LLC
1 Landmark Square, Suite 320
Stamford, CT 06901
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Introduction

1.

GSPP 4643 Twelve Corners Road, LLC (“GSPP”) proposes to build a 4.7 megawatt MWAC
solar array (“Solar Facility”) to take part in New York State’s Community Solar initiative. This
solar facility is planned to take up approximately 30 acres, located on a 211-acre parcel owned
by Miranda Rumsey Irrevocable Trust (“Facility Site”).
This Decommissioning Plan (“Plan”) provides an overview of activities that will occur during
the decommissioning phase of the Solar Facility, including; activities related to the restoration
of land, the management of materials and waste, projected costs, and a decommissioning fund
agreement overview.
The Solar Facility will have a maturity date of twenty-five (25) years; however, a typical Solar
Facility has an estimated useful lifetime of 30 years or more. This Plan assumes that the Solar
Facility will be dismantled, and the Facility Site restored to a state similar to its pre-construction
condition at the 25-year maturity date. The Plan also covers the case of the abandonment of a
Solar Facility, for any reason; prior to the 25-year maturity date.
Decommissioning of the Solar Facility will include the disconnection of the Solar Facility from
the electrical grid and the removal of all Solar Facility components, including:





Photovoltaic (PV) modules, panel racking and supports;
Inverter units, substation, transformers, energy storage system and other electrical
equipment;
Access roads, wiring cables, communication tower, perimeter fence; and,
Concrete foundations.

This decommissioning plan is based on current best management practices and procedures.
This Plan may be subject to revision based on new standards and emergent best management
practices at the time of decommissioning. Permits will be obtained as required and notification
will be given to stakeholders prior to decommissioning.

-1-

2.

The Proponent

GSPP 4643 Twelve Corners Road, LLC (“GSPP”) will manage and coordinate the approvals
process. GSPP will obtain all necessary regulatory approvals that vary depending on the
jurisdiction, project capacity, and site location. GSPP will build a long-term relationship with
the community hosting the Solar Facility and GSPP will be committed to the safety, health,
and welfare of the townships.
Contact information for the proponent is as follows:
Full Name of Company:

2.1

GSPP 4643 Twelve Corners Road, LLC

Contact:

Scott Kerner

Address:

1 Landmark Square, Suite 320 Stamford, CT 06905

Telephone:

(203) 496-8950

Email:

commercialoperations@gspp.com

Project Information
Address:

4643 Twelve Corners Road, Niles, NY 13021

Tax ID:

146.00-1-1

Project Size (estimated): 4.7 MW AC
Landowner:

Miranda Rumsey Irrevocable Trust

Own / Lease:

Lease
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3.

Decommissioning of the Solar Facility

At the time of decommissioning, the installed components will be removed, reused, disposed
of, and recycled, where possible. The Facility Site will be restored to a state similar to its preconstruction condition. All removal of equipment will be done in accordance with any
applicable regulations and manufacturer recommendations. All applicable permits will be
acquired.
3.1

Equipment Dismantling and Removal

Generally, the decommissioning of a Solar Facility proceeds in the reverse order of the
installation.

6.
7.

The Solar Facility shall be disconnected from the utility power grid.
PV modules shall be disconnected, collected, and disposed at an approved solar
module recycler or reused / resold on the market. Although the PV modules will not be
cutting edge technology at the time of decommissioning, they are estimated to still
produce approximately 80% of the original electricity output at year 25 and add value
for many years.
All aboveground and underground electrical interconnection and distribution cables
shall be removed and disposed off-site by an approved facility.
Galvanized steel PV module support and racking system support posts shall be
removed and disposed off-site by an approved facility.
Electrical and electronic devices, including transformers and inverters shall be removed
and disposed off-site by an approved facility.
Concrete foundations shall be removed and disposed off-site by an approved facility.
Fencing shall be removed and will be disposed off-site by an approved facility.

3.2

Environmental Effects

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Decommissioning activities, particularly the removal of project components could result in
environmental effects similar to those of the construction phase. For example, there is the
potential for disturbance (erosion/sedimentation/fuel spills) to adjacent watercourses or
significant natural features. Mitigation measures similar to those employed during the
construction phase of the Solar Facility will be implemented. These will remain in place until
the site is stabilized in order to mitigate erosion and silt/sediment runoff and any impacts on the
significant natural features or water bodies located adjacent to the Facility Site.
Road traffic will temporarily increase due to the movement of decommissioning crews and
equipment. There may be an increase in particulate matter (dust) in adjacent areas during the
decommissioning phase. Decommissioning activities may lead to temporary elevated noise
levels from heavy machinery and an increase in trips to the project location. Work will be
undertaken during daylight hours and conform to any applicable restrictions.
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3.3 Site Restoration
Through the decommissioning phase, the Facility Site will be restored to a state similar to its
pre- construction condition.
All project components (discussed in Table 1) will be removed. Rehabilitated lands may be
seeded with a low-growing species such as clover to help stabilize soil conditions, enhance soil
structure, and increase soil fertility.
3.4 Managing Materials and Waste
During the decommissioning phase a variety of excess materials and wastes (listed in Table 1)
will be generated. Most of the materials used in a Solar Facility are reusable or recyclable and
some equipment may have manufacturer take-back and recycling requirements. Any remaining
materials will be removed and disposed of off-site at an appropriate facility. GSPP will
establish policies and procedures to maximize recycling and reuse and will work with
manufacturers, local subcontractors, and waste firms to segregate material to be disposed of,
recycled, or reused.
GSPP will be responsible for the logistics of collecting and recycling the PV modules and to
minimize the potential for modules to be discarded in the municipal waste stream. Currently,
some manufacturers and new companies are looking for ways to recycle and/or reuse solar
modules when they have reached the end of their lifespan. Due to a recent increase in the use
of solar energy technology, a large number of panels from a variety of projects will be nearing
the end of their lifespan in 15 - 25 years. It is anticipated there will be more recycling options
available for solar modules at that time. GSPP proposes to determine the best way of disposing
of the solar modules using best management practices at the time of decommissioning.

-4-

Table 1: Management of Excess Materials and Waste
Means of Managing Excess Materials and Waste
Material/Waste

PV panels
Metal array mounting racks
and steel supports

Transformers and substation
components

Inverters, fans, fixtures

Gravel (or other granular)

Geotextile fabric

Concrete
inverter/transformer
Foundations

Cables and wiring

Fencing
Debris

If there is no possibility for reuse, the panels will either be returned to the
manufacturer for appropriate disposal or will be transported to a recycling
facility where the glass, metal and semiconductor materials
will be separated and recycled.
These materials will be disposed off-site at an approved facility.
The small amount of oil from the transformers will be removed on-site to
reduce the potential for spills and will be transported to an approved facility
for disposal. The substation transformer and step-up transformers in the
inverter units will be transported off-site to
be sent back to the manufacturer, recycled, reused, or safely disposed
off-site in accordance with current standards and best practices.
The metal components of the inverters, fans and fixtures will be disposed of or
recycled, where possible. Remaining components will be
Disposed of in accordance with the standards of the day.
It is possible that the municipality may accept uncontaminated material
without processing for use on local roads, however, for the purpose of
this report it is assumed that the material will be removed from the
project location by truck to a location where the aggregate can be
processed for salvage. It will then be reused
As fill for construction. It is not expected that any such material will be
contaminated.
It is assumed that during excavation of the aggregate, a large portion
of the geotextile will be “picked up” and sorted out of
The aggregate at the aggregate reprocessing site. Geotextile fabric that is
remaining or large pieces that can be readily removed
from the excavated aggregate will be disposed of off-site at an
approved disposal facility.
Concrete foundations will be broken down and transported by
certified and licensed contractor to a recycling or approved
disposal facility.
The electrical line that connects the substation to the point of common
coupling will be disconnected and disposed of at an approved facility. Support
poles, if made of untreated wood, will be chipped for reuse. Associated
electronic equipment (isolation switches, fuses, metering) will be transported
off-site to be sent back to the manufacturer, recycled, reused, or safely
disposed off-site in
accordance with current standards and best practices.
Fencing will be removed and recycled at a metal recycling facility.
Any remaining debris on the site will be separated into
recyclables/residual wastes and will be transported from the site
and managed as appropriate.
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3.5

Decommissioning During Construction or Abandonment Before Maturity

3.5.1 Decommissioning During Construction
In the event that abandonment of construction occurs with no expectation of recommencement of
construction, project would be decommissioned in the manner described in section 3 of this Plan.
Abandonment of construction occurs when the facility is not complete for a year after receipt of a
building permit. GSPP will notify the Town when construction of the solar energy system is
complete.
3.5.2 Decommissioning after Ceasing Operation
Cessation of operation occurs in the following instances: (1) when the facility stops producing
sufficient energy to maintain the project as a viable investment for a period of one year, with no
expectation of repairing the system or if the system is unable to be repaired, or (2) one year after
the expiration of any power purchase agreement for the facility. GSPP will provide updates on
the system’s performance as may be requested by the Town within 10 business days.
3.6

Decommissioning Notification

Decommissioning activities may require the notification of stakeholders given the nature of
the works at the Facility Site. The local municipality in particular will be notified prior to
commencement of any decommissioning activities. Six months prior to decommissioning,
GSPP will update their list of stakeholders and notify appropriate municipalities of
decommissioning activities. Federal, county, and local authorities will be notified as needed to
discuss the potential approvals required to engage in decommissioning activities.
3.7

Approvals

Well-planned and well-managed renewable energy facilities are not expected to pose
environmental risks at the time of decommissioning. Decommissioning of a Solar Facility will
follow standards of the day. GSPP will ensure that any required permits are obtained prior to
decommissioning.
This Decommissioning Report will be updated as necessary in the future to ensure that changes
in technology and site restoration methods are taken into consideration.
3.8

Costs of Decommissioning

The costs below are the current estimated costs to decommission a 4.7 MW AC Solar Facility, based
on guidance from NYSERDA and estimates from the New York solar market. The salvage
values of valuable recyclable materials (aluminum, steel, copper, etc) are factored into the below
costs.
4643 Twelve Corners Road, Niles, NY 13021
AC Size (kW) 4,700
2020 Cost - $96,540
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4.

Decommissioning Fund

Although GSPP intends to perform the decommissioning required under this Decommissioning
Plan, unforeseen circumstances, such as GSPP selling the Project to another party, or GSPP going out
of business, are possible. In the event GSPP declares bankruptcy, GSPP goes out of business, or GSPP
sells, transfers or assigns its rights, the successor to GSPP rights shall be required to assume the
obligations to decommission the facility in accordance with this plan and to keep the surety bond
described below in full force and effect during the useful life of the facility.

The initial amount of the surety will be based on the estimated cost to decommission a 4.7 MW
AC solar facility based on the guidelines from New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority and estimates from the New York Solar Market. The estimated
decommissioning costs will include consideration of the estimated salvage value of the of the
recyclable materials based on the same guidelines and estimates.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this decommissioning plan, as
a sealed instrument, as of the day and year first above written.
LANDLORD:

TENANT:
GSPP 4642 Twelve Corners Road, LLC

BY:
Name:

By: GSPP Omni Holdco, LLC, its Manager

BY:
Name:
BY: Miranda Rumsey Irrevocable Trust
Title: Landowner
Date: ____________________________
By:
Name: Scott Kerner
Title: Manager
Date: _ _____________________________
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