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Adopted Minutes 

Cayuga County Agricultural & Farmland Protection Board 

Thursday, April 9, 2020, 10:00 A.M. 

Via Conference/Video Call 
 

Board Members Present:  
Andrew Dennison (Cayuga County Legislator) 

Kelly Anderson, Chair (Cayuga County Real Property Services, Director) 

Steve Lynch (Cayuga County Planning & Economic Development, Director) 

Jason Cuddaback, designee (Chairperson of the Board of Directors CCSWCD) 

Jeff Ten Eyck (Agricultural Land Preservation Organization Representative) 

Dennis Eckel (Agribusiness Representative) 

Craig Culver (Farmer Representative) 

Christopher Gross (Farmer Representative) 

Thane Benson (Farmer Representative) 
 

Others present:  
Kari Terwilliger (CCPED Staff to AFPB) 
 

Absent: 

John OôConnell, III (Farmer Representative) 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Kelly Anderson at approximately 10:03 A.M. with a quorum of members 

present. 

 

2. Elect a Chair of the Board for 2020 

Kelly Anderson stated that she was the Chair last year and was willing to serve as Chair again this year unless 

someone else wanted to be the Chair. No one else indicated an interest in being the Chair of the Board for 2020. 

Jeff Ten Eyck made a motion to elect Kelly Anderson as Chair of the Cayuga County Agriculture & 

Farmland Protection Board for 2020. Motion seconded by Thane Benson. Motion carried. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes ï August 19, 2019 meeting 

Kelly Anderson asked the Board if they had reviewed the minutes from the August 19, 2019 meeting and if they 

had any questions, comments, or corrections to make. There were none. She asked if there was a motion to approve 

said minutes. Andrew Dennison made a motion that the minutes from August 19, 2019 be accepted as written. 

Motion seconded by Jason Cuddaback. Motion carried.  

 

4. Appointment of CCE Representative to AFPB- Dan Welch 

Kelly Anderson asked Kari Terwilliger to review this agenda item with the Board. Kari reminded the Board that 

the position of representative from Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County (CCE) on the AFPB is 

currently vacant. She stated that she had met with Dan Welch who is the new Executive Director for CCE and that 

he would like to fill the open position on the AFPB himself given both his past participation as a AFPB member 

here in Cayuga County (2008-2012) and the continued uncertainty with CCE and their lack of full-time staff fitting 

the role of Agricultural Educator. Kari stated that many of the Board members likely know Mr. Welch and also 

likely served with him on the Board back when he was an Agricultural Educator at CCE. Kelly asked the Board if 

there was a motion to recommend appointment of Dan Welch to the AFPB and for Kari to submit the appointment 

form to the County Legislature for final approval on the Boardôs behalf. Andrew Dennison made a motion to 

recommend appointment of Dan Welch to the AFPB to fill the open CCE representative position. Motion 

seconded by Dennis Eckel. Motion carried.  

 

5. Agricultural  District Annual Inclusion of Property into District Requests 

Kelly Anderson asked Kari Terwilliger to review this agenda item with the Board. Kari stated that all of the 10 

requests received this year are directly related to the recently completed 8-Year review of the Agricultural District. 
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She informed the Board that each of these parcels were listed on an Agricultural District Review Sheet from a 

farmer in the county as part of an active farm operation, but that for some reason the parcels are not currently in the 

AGRICULTURAL District. Kari stated that she mailed a letter and inclusion form to 14 landowners in February to 

see if they wanted to add their land to the District, and that 10 of the 14 responded by submitting a form, resulting 

in the 10 requests here before the Board. Kelly asked if there was any further discussion on the matter, there was 

none. She asked for a motion on the resolution before the Board which supports the addition of all 10 parcels into 

the county Agricultural District. Jeff Ten Eyck made a motion to approve the resolution as written, 

recommending that the County Legislature approve of the ten requests to add a total of ten parcels and 

321.71 acres of land to the Cayuga County Agricultural District. Motion seconded by Andrew Dennison. 

Motion carried.  
 

6. SunEast Development, LLC; Dogs Corners Solar in the Town of Ledyard NOI 

Kelly Anderson asked Kari Terwilliger to review this agenda item with the Board. Kari stated that she received a 

copy of the NOI that was provided to the Board in their meeting packets from NYSDAM with a request that the 

Board respond by April 9, 2020 (today). She also stated that she contacted Mr. Steiner at NYSDAM who sent the 

materials to inquire about submitting the Boardôs response via email due to the previously established meeting date 

and the current requirements from the state for remote work and social distancing due to the COVID-19 virus; and 

Mr. Steiner informed Kari that would be just fine. Kari stated that the Countyôs GML 239-l, m & n Review 

Committee has already reviewed this project proposal and asked Steve Lynch, a member of said committee, if he 

would like to share any thoughts from the committeeôs review with the Board. Steve stated that the GML 239 

Committee had concerns about not being able to use the land for agriculture again even after decommissioning with 

so many pylons being driven into the ground. He also mentioned the committeeôs concerns over stormwater run-

off and their frustration with NYS DECôs policy decision on exempting solar projects from the SPEDES Permit 

process. He also mentioned the new potential state regulations that would streamline and fast track solar projects 

over 20 megawatts moving approval from the local level exclusively to the state and allowing developers to avoid 

the often costly SEQR process. Steve said he wasnôt sure what the impact of this project would be on the larger 

farming community and asked the farmers on the Board for their thoughts. Andrew Dennison stated that he has 

been talking with farmers, developers, and solar installers about the numerous projects being proposed in the county 

and he thinks that there will be a pretty big impact on agriculture in the county if these larger projects keep being 

built. Thane Benson stated that he remembered when Cornell put in a 30 acre 5 megawatt solar field in Ledyard for 

research but the college used woodland and not active agricultural land. He stated that this project proposal will 

take significant agricultural land out of production. He also questioned how this project would not create serious 

drainage issues and be a point source pollution creator. Thane also stated that in 25-40 years the cost to put the land 

back into agricultural would be too high so he couldnôt see where the land would ever go back into agricultural 

production again. Thane stated that he had looked at the soils map in the NOI and could see that despite being use 

only for hay now, that the soils would actually support high quality row crops. Jason Cuddaback stated that he 

agreed with Thane and was concerned with why the NYS DEC didnôt want to issue a SPEDES Permit given the 

current soil conditions. Jeff Ten Eyck also agreed with both Thane and Jason in saying that such good land with 

good potential to be highly productive for row crops would be a significant loss to the surrounding farm community 

and economy. Dennis Eckel stated that he didnôt believe that this project was good for the agricultural community, 

agricultural businesses or the land and the health of the land with the solar use and run-off. He also stated that he 

felt the project was contrary to agricultural protection. Kelly asked the Board if there was any further discussion. 

Hearing none, she asked for a motion for a response to NYSDAM and this solar NOI. Thane Benson made a 

motion to have Kari Terwilliger draft a letter in response to NYSDAM regarding the SunEast Development, 

LLC Dogs Corners solar project in the Town of Ledyard summarizing the Boardôs comments made during 

the meeting and to circulate a draft of said letter to the Board via email for review and final approval and 

then authorizing her to send the letter to NYSDAM on the Boardôs behalf. Motion seconded by Andrew 

Dennison. Motion carried. 
 

7. NYALT PDR Support Letter  

Kelly Anderson asked Kari Terwilliger to review this agenda item with the Board. Kari reminded the Board that 

back in the fall Amy Olney from NYALT had advised her against holding another pre-application round for PDR 

given her current work load and number of open contracts with NYSDAM. Since that time, Amy reached out to 

Kari to say that the NYALT Board may wish to submit at least one application to the State to maintain their active 
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status with the state and would look at the pre-applications that Cayuga County had sent them in the past that were 

not selected for a state application. Kari stated that if she does hear from NYALT that they would like to submit an 

application for one of our previously supported farm pre-applications that NYALT would want a new letter of 

support. She asked the Board to consider authorizing her to prepare a letter of support based on the letter sent 

previously if NYALT does chose one of Cayuga Countyôs farms, and to authorize Kelly as Chair to sign said letter 

of support. Steve Lynch stated that he thought it would be good to continue to support the farms that the Board has 

supported in the past. He asked Kari what type of outreach would be done to the farms on that list to see if they 

were still interested. Kari stated that Amy Olney will reach out to any farm selected by the NYALT Board first to 

determine their interest before contacting Kari asking for a new letter of support. Kelly asked the Board if there was 

any further discussion. Hearing none, she asked for a motion on the matter. Steve Lynch made a motion to 

authorize Kari Terwilliger to draft a lett er of support and for Kelly Anderson to sign said letter if NYALT 

contacts Kari asking for a letter of support for a farm that the AFPB has previously selected and supported 

in recent rounds. Motion seconded by Thane Benson. Motion carried. 
 

8. Other Business  

Kelly Anderson asked if anyone had anything else they would like to discuss. Steve Lynch stated that he would like 

to thank Kari Terwilliger for pulling together this conference call format for the meeting and thank Kelly for running 

the meeting so smoothly. 

 

9. Adjournment  

Kelly Anderson asked if there was any further discussion or business to come before the Board. Hearing none, she 

asked for a motion to adjourn. Dennis Eckel made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by 

Andrew Dennison.  Motion carried. Meeting was adjourn ed at 10:35 A.M.   

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kari Terwilliger, staff to the AFPB 
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