Cayuga County Community Services Board
Laurie Piccolo, Chair

146 North Street, Auburn, NY 13021-1831
Phone: (315) 253-0341/Fax: (315) 253-1687

Community Services Board
Minutes
October 28, 2021
MembersPresent via 8x8 Conference: Laurie Piccolo, Chair, Theresa Humennyj, Vice Chair; Shari Weiss; Sheriff Brian
Schenck; Elane Daly; Jean Petrosino Winne; Timothy Donovan; David Sealy; Camille Johnson.
Members Excused:

Keith Batman; Abbas Ispahani, MD; MonikaSalvage.

Staff/Guests Present:

Ray Bizzari, DCS; Cindy Wilcox, Catalyst Cayuga; Kevin Hares, CHAD; Mark Raymond,
Farnham; Eric Breese, Farnham.

Members Absent:

Stephen Smith; Rhoda Overstreet-Wilson.

ROLL CALL/CALL TO ORDER

Chair Laurie Piccolo called the meeting to orderat 12:03pm. Roll called; quorum is present.
Introductions were made. On a motion by Shari Weiss, seconded by Timothy Donovan, agenda was
modified to discuss New Business after Financial Reports and to add ‘Nominating Committee Updates’
to Unfinished Business. Motion carried.
II.

PUBLIC TO BE HEARD — Nonetoday.

Il.

REVIEW OF MINUTES
Draft September minutes were emailed to Board members. On a motion by Timothy Donovan, seconded
by Theresa Humennyj, minutes of the September 23, 2021 meeting were approved as submitted with a
request to strike the word ‘and’ and replace with “/” from Section IX-C. Motion carried with abstentions
from Laurie Piccolo and Camille Johnson who were notpresentat the last meeting.

IV.

COMMUNICATIONS— None today.
FINANCIAL REPORTS— Nonetoday.

VI.

REPORT FROM OFFICERS AND SUBCOMMITTEES
A.
Mental Health Subcommittee — Board members were emailed Octoberdraft minutes.
B.
PWDD Subcommittee — Board members were emailed Octoberdraft minutes.
C.
Alcohol and Substance Abuse Subcommittee — Board members were emailed draft October
minutes.

VII.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

A discussion was had regarding the rise in new cases at Cayuga County Community Mental
Health Center, suicides and overdoses. A proposal was made to use ARP fundsfor a day
mobile crisis team. Mobile Crisis expansion now includes responses to overdoses and other
behavioral health crises, not just mental health. Mobile crisis access will be opened to the
community at large in the next month orso.
Comments were hadat the public hearing regarding the local law separating the DSS/MH
position. The languagein the local law that spells out the possibility of a full-time department
head and a part-time DCS is not a staffing model used anywhere in NYS and will hamperthe
DCS’s effectiveness at supervising and overseeing the local mental hygiene system. Laurie
Piccolo informed the Board that Aileen McNabb pulled the resolution and postponed the
hearing to preserve the foundationof trust and support between the CSB and county
Legislators. Elane Daily confirmed that the DSS Commissionerand the DCS [as well as
oversight of Mental Health Clinic] were sent to civil service, reviewed, approved and okayed to
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circulate for interest. The department will continue to prepare for a change in leadership as
best it can.
Timothy Donovaninquired about a $1.3M opioid settlement from the Attorney General, as
reported in the local news. NYS legislatureis still trying to develop a plan for the money and
will create a plan for the following years based on the drug and alcohol impact on the
community.
Laurie Piccolo requested an update on Evergreen, which is not reopening as a DOH Facility.
The residents were placed in various locations, most within Cayuga County.
VII.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A.
DCSRetirement — Ray Bizzari submitted a formal letter of retirement and was accepted on a
motion by Shari Weiss seconded by Timothy Donovan. Motioncarried.
B.
DCSEvaluation Update — The November CSB meeting will be held in personto carry out an
executive session for the DCS evaluation.
C.
Nominating Committee — David Sealy submitted a written resignation from the Board as of
December31st. Richard Graham had noreservations regarding appointment of Monika
Salvage or Dr. Abbas Ispahani dueto lack of financial gain. If there is any perceived conflict of
interest regarding votes, they may recuse themselves and leave the room. Camille Johnson
requested a meeting with Richard Grahamin an executive session to discuss protections for
Board membersthat report directly to the DCS.
Several seats will be open in the CSB come January 2022. Theresa Humennyj quoted the
Mental Hygiene Lawthat encourages the Board to be composed of more community members
than service providers.

IX.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Eric Breese, Executive Director of Farnham Family Services and Kevin Hares,

Executive Director of CHAD: Cayuga County Opioid Treatment Program
Farnham and CHADare workingtogether, utilizing a SAMHSAgrant,to fill a
community gap in service that was identified as a lack of local Methadoneservices.
There are currently unknown numbersof people leaving the community to seek help
with Methadone. The closest programsare currently in Oswego and Onondagacounties.
The SAMHSA grantis a 5 year grant for the expansion of medicationassisted
treatment. The program launched in Oswego wasself-sustaining after being awarded a
3 year grant. Once the newprogramsare off the ground, it is anticipated they will also
be self-sustaining.

X.

ANNOUNCEMENTS-— None.

XI.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Camille Johnson and seconded by Timothy Donovan, the meeting was adjourned at
1:23. Motion carried. The next scheduled meeting of the CSB is Thursday, November 18, 2021 at
12:00pm to be held at 89 York St, Auburn.

Domb submitted,

Danielle Blumrick

CSB Secretary

