
 
 

  MINUTES 

CAYUGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

                                                    Tuesday, June 23, 2020, 6:00PM 

    Link: https://youtu.be/4iJOnue3Pcw 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Hon. Aileen McNabb-Coleman, Chair called the meeting to order at 6:01PM  

 

ROLL CALL:  Sheila Smith, Clerk of the Legislature all legislators present  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:                                                                                                                

 

MOMENT OF PRAYER: 

 
DEATHS: Our sincere condolences to the families and friends of: 

 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Opened public hearing at 6:04PM  

 Authorizing the addition of Real Property to the Cayuga County Agricultural District 
 Authorization pursuant to NY Gen. Mun. Law § 6-d to appropriate from the Buildings Repair Reserve 

 

PROCLAMATIONS:    None  

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:   

 
MINUTES TO APPROVE:   March 16th, June 4th and May 26, 2020, Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Nightengale, all in favor.  

 
APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS:  None  

 

Motion by Batman to waive the reading of the communications and announcements, 2nd by Petrus, all in favor.  

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
1.) Received a thank you card from Sheila Smith 

2.) Received a letter from Ray Lockwood, Chair IDA, thanking Tracy Verrier and the staff of CEDA for all their support for 

small to midsize businesses.  

 
CCC REPORT: Dr. Durant – Attached  

 

BUDGET REPORT: Lynn Marinelli – Attached  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS & INDIVIDUAL LEGISLATORS’ REPORTS:  
Whitman gives update on broadband in the county. He discusses New Visions and that they affect a large chunk of his district. He says the 

good news is the project is 97% complete in the county, but the bad news is the 350 homes that are left are in his district. He says this was a 

project that was supposed to be completed two years ago and it is still dragging on. He says he has tried to get some answer, but it has not 

been easy. He had a conference call with two of the project managers last week from Empire State Development. He says one of the ones is 

in contact with New Visions everyday on what is going on. He says in Genoa the homeowners/landowners down had issues with the lines 

being run through their property, so right off the bat they were set back approximately 6 months. They have had quite a few self-created 

issues with the DEC – improper installations through wet areas, stream beds, and things of that nature to the pin that the DEC forced them 

to stop working until they addressed the issues. They were delayed by COVID in getting supplies, but have worked past that.  He says there 

are not really a lot of other options. He says we could issue it to another contractor and provider to finish it, but that process would probably 

take longer than letting them finish what they started. He says he is being told that it will be an October/November finish date. He says that 

they are going to be capped at $60 per month for internet access for the first 5 years, so they need to provide that access for no more than 

$60 dollars. He plans n staying in touch with these people and can provide more updates as we go along.  

 

Ripley says a lot of what Whitman has just expressed is true, but it is not only those issues. He says there were issues right here in chambers 

that delayed this more than a year. He says we should all be hooked up by now if that did not happen.  

 

Lattimore says he has been involved in government for a long time and he has seen where progress has been delayed by politics on major 

projects. He thinks Ripley and himself were on point long before COVID that these families and kids need to have high speed internet. He 

says this county has a problem where if we have major project and one highway department guy can go on vacation and can say that a 

https://youtu.be/4iJOnue3Pcw


project cannot start if they are not around. He says that could be a phone line, water line, or gas and electric. He says we need to have a 

master program in place that supersedes those town supervisors or highway guys.  

 

Dennison says that we could argue all night over it, but a lot of it has to do with who was hired in what areas to put it in. He says he is in the 

north and pretty much everyone around there has it because they had Spectrum. He says they came in with n problem or issues and they had 

it in quick. He says maybe there should not be 4 or 5 companies putting it in.  

 

Whitman says that at no time did they says that towns, villages, or highway departments were delaying the project. They did say that New 

Visions has already been fined $20,000 dollars for delays that they created themselves.  

 

Kerr says that they did want to get an update from the IT Director on where things are at with high speed internet access. She says 

Bornemann has provided a lot of information about different initiatives that are happening privately and publicly in NYS. There is a lot of 

advocacy right now around high speed internet access to get funding to support new projects. The governor formed a task force late last 

year to look at this issue in Upstate NY. She is just trying to get a better understanding of the full scope of the issue in our county. She says 

one of the things Bornemann presented was the discrepancies in data based on who is providing the information. She says even when the 

New Visions program is fully built out where that leaves us as a county as far as coverage.  

 

Pinckney asks if Whitman has had any face to face conversations with Carmen as of late. Whitman says it has been a few months since he 

has talked to him. Pinckney feels strongly he is the guy to bring back to the table as much as possible. Whitman says he has been hearing 

that side of the story for two years now and he wanted to hear a different side of the story. Pinckney says he would like to bring him in the 

room and hear all sides of the story. McNabb-Coleman says at this point it would be most productive to continue the conversation in Public 

Works and then if he were to invite anyone in she would leave that to the subcommittee and if it needs to go further they can come to the 

full legislature.  

 
Kerr gives update on Census and Cayuga County is still behind the state and federal response rates. We have a 55% response rate and 

nationally there is a 62% response rate. She says that it is a struggle getting the message out during COVID. She says it is really important 

to push out the message for people to respond to the census because it does impact the funding that will come into our community for the 

next 10 years which we need more than ever right now. She says anything that the legislature can do to help push that message out.  

 

Lattimore – legislation that Rhode Island has pushed out. - Attached  

 

Foley gives overview of the IT work group meetings. There has been a high level overview of the IT department to ultimately figure out 

what to do with the contract renewal at the end of 2020. He says there was discusses at Government Operations on legislative preferences 

there was for that to start a conversation so we are not getting into budget season without some type of plan. He says questions that were 

raised were on RFP’s and the last time one happened for our county’s IT contract. He says the Palermo believes that it was about 10 years 

ago and there was some concerns from legislators that it was far too long to go in between having proposals be solicited for that service, so 

that is something we will have to look at. He says that ultimately that might cost us money if we go that route as a legislature because we 

cannot have our current IT contract be the one who will write and bid on the RFP, so we would have to outsource that. He says that 

Lattimore also brought up what other counties are doing. The other suggestion was if there was any collaboration we could do with the 

college. He hope sot have some type of preliminary report ready for the legislature in August.  

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: Aileen McNabb-Coleman 
McNabb-Coleman discusses the Regional Control Group (Cayuga, Oswego, Onondaga, Madison, and Cortland Counties) they 

communicate daily with regional advisers on testing, results, and the intricacies of the phases as they have reopened. As the representative 

on the control group she has received and corresponded with many members of the public on various issues related to reopening such as 

guidance on businesses, sports, houses of worship, municipalities, playgrounds, fields, etc. She is happy to be working with the members of 

this group and we will continue to monitor and advocate for our communities and the collaborate process we have established. She says a 

form of phase 4 reopening could open as soon as this Friday according to her 5:00PM call. The guidance for phase 4 is being established 

and will be shared as soon as it becomes available. As a region we have demonstrated the need for such guidance and have voiced our 

frustration with the overall roll out of these phases with the governor’s office. Although reopening is a much welcome change to the life we 

have been living, please continue to wear masks, socially distance, practice good hygiene, and stay home if you are not feeling well. The 

regional control group is monitoring testing and results daily and we want to continue the forward momentum. The infection rate for our 

counties control group is one of the lowest thank to compliance. She was asked to present a statement on behalf of the legislature at the 

Cayuga County Social Justice Task Force demonstration a few weeks ago and this community gathering resulted in a very powerful 

message about social injustice. We have an immense responsibility to act on pervasive racism in our community with more inclusive 

dialogue and policy change. She is humbled to have accepted the invitation to join the task force and will continue to provide updates to the 

legislature as this group progresses. In a little over a month the furloughs are set to expire and we will welcome back our staff related to this 

timeline are ongoing discussions with departments about budgets, flexible work place options, and constraints to the workforce related to 

COVID-19. She is planning a special budget meeting for the legislature to take place next month to update us on the 2020 performance and 

plan for 2021. The DMV is opening for appointment only tomorrow June 24th. We are firming up the safety plan for the county and the 

health department has reviewed almost all of the departments to assess their offices and public areas. They have provided engineering 

protocol such as plexiglass and furniture, in addition to hand sanitizer and signage for our employees and the public. The interview steering 



committee has completed interviews for the highway superintendent and schedule a special meeting Tuesday for the legislature for the 

purpose of presenting the steering committee’s top candidates. Last Friday at the request of Batman a group convened to discuss the 

county’s Water and Sewer Authority Master Plan and the vital importance of the water treatment plant in Aurora. She says to please 

continue to reach out to her with any questions and concerns. She asks everyone to please complete the Census.  

 

Public Hearing closed at 7:19PM  
 

CAYUGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

                       RESOLUTIONS 6-23-20 

Emergency Resolution:  

RESOLUTION NO.  220-20               June 17, 2020 EMG-BLD Annex Sewer Replacement 

AUTHORIZING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS TO ALLOW KWASNIEWSKI SERVICE 

COMPANY TO REPLACE SECTIONS OF A FAILED SEWER LINE SERVING THE COURTHOUSE 

BY:   Hon. Tucker Whitman, Chair, Public Works Committee 

 Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, the Buildings and Grounds Department has undertaken repairs to the sewer line service the Cayuga County Courthouse 

Annex building; and 

WHEREAS, the sewer line is over 100 years old, is constructed of clay pipe, and upon inspection, it has been determined that the pipe 

is of such condition that it is no longer repairable; and 

WHEREAS, Kwasniewski Service Company had been hired to perform the initial repairs and has estimated that the cost to replace the 

line is approximately $52,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, there are insufficient funds in the Buildings account to fully cover this cost, an additional $40,000.00 being needed; and 

WHEREAS, there in an anticipated reduction in the County’s Medicaid contribution, creating a significant surplus in the Medicaid 

account; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer be authorized and directed to transfer: 

Account  Name   Increase  Decrease 

A61004-54000 Medicaid    $40,000.00 

A16214-54012 Buildings  $40,000.00 

, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Buildings and Grounds Department is hereby directed to authorize Kwasniewski Service Company to undertake 

the replacement of the sewer line to the Courthouse Annex at a cost not to exceed $52,000.00. 

Approved by McNabb-Coleman, Petrus, Whitman, Batman, and Pinckney.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 221-20  June 23, 2020  AUD Budget Transfer 

Authorizing the budget transfer to cover the expenditures related to the appointment of the County Auditor 

BY:   Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chairman of the Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature adopted Local Law No 2 of 2019, amending Local Law 2 of 2009 – Establishing the 

Office of County Auditor; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 113-20 appointed John Chomyk to the Office of County Auditor for the remainder of the January 1, 2020 

through December 31, 2021 term; and 

WHEREAS, no appropriations were made in the 2020 budget for this position as it was unknown at the time the budget was prepared 

how the position would be filled; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the following transfers be made to cover the expenditures related to the appointment of the County Auditor: 

Account      Increase Decrease   

County Auditor    A13201-51002 Part Time Salary $12,000 

County Auditor A13201-58001 Social Security     $920 

Legislature  A10104-54059 Prof Services    $12,920 

; and be it further        

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to make the journal and accounting entries 

necessary to implement the intent of this resolution. 

Motion by Daly, 2nd by Kerr, all in favor except Whitman, Pecher, and Ripley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 222-20  June 23, 2020  COA LL Best Value FIX 



FIXING DAY AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING PURCHASE AND SERVICE 

CONTRACTS TO BE AWARDED ON THE BASIS OF BEST VALUE PURSUANT TO NEW YORK’S GENERAL 

MUNICIPAL LAW AND FINANCE LAW 

BY:  Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, N.Y. General Municipal Law § 103 and N.Y. Finance Law § 163 authorizes municipalities to purchase goods and services 

on the basis of best value; and 

WHEREAS, after considerable deliberation and assessment, the Cayuga County Legislature is of the opinion that awarding contracts 

on the basis of best value is in the best interests of the county’s taxpayers; and  

WHEREAS, there has been duly presented and introduced at a meeting of this County Legislature held on June 23, 2020, a proposed 

local law entitled: 

A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF SERVICE CONTRACTS TO BE AWARDED ON THE BASIS OF BEST 

VALUE PURSUANT TO NEW YORK’S GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW AND FINANCE LAW 

; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing shall be held concerning the proposed local law before the Cayuga County Legislature on Tuesday, 

July 28, 2020, at 6:00 P.M., at the Chambers of the Cayuga County Legislature, County Office Building, 160 Genesee Street, Auburn, 

New York, and also held electronically and broadcast live via YouTube at the following address: https://youtu.be/grg6vAWceAg, with 

members of the public directed to call in at 315-294-8051 to comment; and be it further 

 and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Cayuga County Legislature is hereby directed to give due legal notice of said public hearing as 

provided by statute.  

Motion by Petrus to amend public phone number to 315-294-805, 2nd by Whitman, all in favor. All in favor of resolution as 

amended.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 223-20                   June 23, 2020 LEG ReqStateModERS 

REQUESTING THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO CONSIDER MODIFICATIONS TO THE NEW YORK STATE 

EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM TO PROVIDE INCENTIVES FOR EARLY RETIREMENT 

BY:   Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

 Hon. Keith Batman, Legislator, District 7 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has had, and will continue to have, an unprecedented impact on local, state and national 

economies; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of New York State are and will continue to face financial challenges; and 

WHEREAS, counties throughout New York State in response will need to control property tax levies; and,  

WHEREAS, counties throughout New York State will experience significant decline in sales tax and other revenue, may experience 

expanded needs for social services and safety net programs, and may need to function with reduced revenue from the state; and 

WHEREAS, to confront these growing financial pressures, counties will need to look at labor costs; and 

WHEREAS, early retirement of long-time employees and replacement with new hires may ease some of the financial pressure on 

counties and other municipalities; and, 

WHEREAS, counties and other local municipalities have little control over the rules governing early retirement which, if properly 

incentivized, may allow for early retirement of long-time employees with little or no cost to the Employees Retirement System and 

savings to counties and other municipalities; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, the Cayuga County Legislature calls upon the State of New York to form a working group to consider how modifications 

in the New York State Retirement System might provide for counties and other local municipalities to lower their labor costs and present 

proposals to the Assembly, Senate, and Governor of the State of New York; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Cayuga County Legislature is hereby directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the Governor of 

the State of New York, and the Assemblyman and Senators serving Cayuga County residents. 

Motion by Pecher, 2nd by Kerr, all in favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 224-20             6/23/20   

ALLOCATE INSURANCE COSTS TO DEPARTMENTS THAT RECEIVE REIMBURSEMENT 

BY:   Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chairman of the Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, during the process for the 2020 County Budget, insurance costs for Liability, Property, Professional and Automobile in 

the General Fund (A) were placed in Account A10144-54131 (Legislative Contracts, Contractual, Insurance); and 

WHEREAS, actual amounts have been received for insurance costs and these actual amounts will be charged to departments that 

receive reimbursement; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the following transfers be made to/from account A10144-54131 (Legislative, Contracts, Insurance): 

Account       Increase  Decrease   

Mental Health, Admin          A43104-54040 Prof Liab $39,668 

      A43104-54114 Gen Liab   $5,128 

Mental Health, ICM              A43134-54039 Auto Ins                  $1,470 

      A43134-54040 Prof Liab   $3,238 

         A43134-54114 Gen Liab      $419 

Human Services         A60104-54039 Auto Ins                $12,917 

      A60104-54114 Gen Liab    $7,034 

Public Health     A40104-54039 Auto Ins        $5,510 

      A40104-54114 Gen Liab    $6,895 

Insurance     A10144-54131 Insurance    $82,279                                                                                                      

and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to make the journal and accounting entries 

necessary to implement the intent of this resolution. 

Motion by Kerr, 2nd by Foley, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 225-20   6/23/20           HD WIC Budget Modification  

Authorizing the Public Health Director to carry out a budget modification in the WIC program budget.  

BY:   Elane Daly, Chairman of the Health & Human Service Committee 

 Christopher Petrus, Chairman of the Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, the WIC program had unexpected vacancies and staff changes throughout the course of the budget year; and 

WHEREAS, these vacancies and staff changes created a surplus in the WIC budget salary line; and  

WHEREAS, the NYSDOH WIC grant oversight office is giving us permission to utilize these grant funds to offset costs associated 

with program deliverables and unanticipated costs associated with COVID-19; and  

WHEREAS, a resolution is required by Cayuga County to move money from a salary line to any other expense line; NOW 

THEREFORE BE IT,    

RESOLVED, to adjust the WIC program grant budget funds in the following ways:  

Reduce: A40821-51001 $15,000.00  Increase: A40824 54052 $6150.00             

              A40821-58001   $543.00       A40824 54049 $6370.00                          

              A40821-58002   $1,203.00    A40824 54046 $300.00                             

              A40821-58003   $1,008.00      A40824 54125 $2250.00                           

              A40821-58004       $2.00          A40824 54055 $1200.00                       

              A40821-58005   $244.00       A40824 54224 $1550.00                           

                                         $18,000     A40824 54065 $80.00 

       A40824 54075 $100.00 

                    $18,000.00 

Motion by Ripley, 2nd by Petrus, all in favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 226-20  6/23/20  HS   Create & Fill Accountant.rev 

Authorizing the Chairman of the Legislature to create and the Director of Community Services to fill an Accountant position 

in the Department of Social Services due to a retirement. 

BY:   Elane Daly, Chair of the Health & Human Service Committee 

 Christopher Petrus, Chair of the Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, there is a need for an Accountant position in the Accounting Unit of Social Services due to the retirement of the 

Accounting Supervisor Grade A; and 

WHEREAS, this position is responsible for supervising several staff as well as processing numerous financial claims for the 

Department of Social Services; and  

WHEREAS, a New Position Duties Statement submitted to the Cayuga County Civil Service Commission was reviewed, and the 

Commission determined that the job responsibilities are in line with the job duties of an Accountant in the competitive class, and 

classified it as such; and 

WHEREAS, funding for the newly created Accountant position exists in the 2020 Department of Social Services budget; now 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature hereby authorizes the creation of an Accountant position (Grade 23 of the CSEA 

Bargaining Unit) in the Accounting Unit of the Department of Social Services with the jurisdictional class allocation being 

Competitive; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Director of Community Services is hereby authorized to fill the Accountant position and any fill behinds, in 

accordance with the Civil Service Rules and Regulations and the Policies of the County of Cayuga; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that effective with the retirement of the Accounting Supervisor Grade A, that the Accounting Supervisor Grade A 

(PC#2258) position be abolished. 

Motion by Ripley, 2nd by Nightengale, all in favor except Pecher.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 227-20  6-23-20  BOE NYS SHOEBOX 

Authorizing the Chairman of the Legislature and the Commissioners of the Cayuga County Board of Elections to sign contract 

for NYS HAVA CARES Act Grant Program for the Board of Elections 

BY: Ryan Foley, Chair,  Government Operations Committee 

 Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Federally Funded Grant due to the COVID 19 crisis, the Cayuga County Board of Elections has been 

allocated funds through the New York State Board of Elections for the purposes of reimbursement of expenses incurred by the 

COVID-19 Pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the contract (contract number C004174), the amount of $92,553.24 has been allocated to Cayuga County for 

reimbursement; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Treasurer be authorized and directed to amend the Board of Election’s 2020 Budget in the 

following manner, and make the necessary journal and accounting entries to accept these funds:   

 Increase Account # A14500 43051…………………..$92,553.24 

 Increase Account # A14504 54408…………………..$92,553.24 

RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Cayuga County Legislature and the Commissioners of the Cayuga County Board of Elections 

are hereby authorized to sign contract for NYS HAVA Cares Act Grant Program with the New York State Board of Elections. 

Motion by Ripley, 2nd by Nightengale, all in favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 228-20  6-23-20             PB Ag-District Annual Additions 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADDITION OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE CAYUGA COUNTY 

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

By: Hon. Keith Batman, Chair, Planning and Economic Development Committee 

 Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, Cayuga County participates in the New York State Agricultural District Program through the Cayuga County 

Agricultural District; and 

WHEREAS, Article 25AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law requires counties to provide an annual public notice 

that the County will receive, review and consider requests by property owners to add viable farmland to County Agricultural Districts; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Planning Department has conducted such public notification and has received ten (10) requests 

during the March 1 to March 30, 2020 period, with such requests resulting in property-owner proposals to include ten (10) parcels 

totaling 321.71 acres to be added to the Agricultural District; and 

WHEREAS, Article 25AA of NYS Agriculture and Markets Law requires a County Legislature to hold a Public Hearing regarding 

these requests for addition of viable farmland into the County’s Agricultural District(s) before taking legislative action on the same; 

and 

WHEREAS, The proposed additions have been reviewed by the County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board and considered by 

County Legislature, at a Public Hearing on June 23, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, The County Legislature concluded that all ten (10) parcels are predominately viable agricultural land as defined by 

Article 25AA §303-b of NYS Agriculture and Markets Law and wishes to approve the addition of all ten (10) parcels; Now, Therefore 

Be It  

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature approves the addition of all ten (10) requested parcels to the Cayuga County 

Agricultural District; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this resolution take effect immediately. 

Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 229-20             6-23-20        PB AMEND SOLAR LEASE & AUTH PPA   

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO LEASE AGREEMENT WITH ABUNDANT SOLAR POWER (CC3) 

LLC AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

By: By: Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways and Means Committee 

WHEREAS, Cayuga County approved County Resolution 165-16 on April 21, 2016, authorizing the execution of an Inter-municipal 

Cooperation Agreement with the Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board (RPDB) under which the County would 

become a Participating Organization in the SolarizeCNY Initiative, a program of the RPDB which aims to make it easier and more 

affordable for municipalities to develop and use solar energy to offset municipal energy use and costs; and  

WHEREAS, in furtherance of its participation in the Solarize CNY Initiative, the County Legislature adopted Resolution No. 400-18 

authorizing a Lease Agreement with Abundant Solar Power (CC3) LLC (“Abundant Solar”) for the purpose of developing  a Community 

Distributed Generation (“CDG”) solar project (the “Facility”, and together with the “Property”, the “Project”) on approximately 25 acres 

of unused County land (the “Property”) that will produce 6.5 MW of renewable solar power for Cayuga County residents, as well as 

Cayuga County government and other municipal governments within Cayuga County; and 

WHEREAS, Cayuga County and Abundant Solar executed a Lease Agreement on March 8, 2019 (“Lease”) wherein the County agreed 

to lease the Property to Abundant Solar for $1 per year for a period of twenty-five (25) years and further agreed to enter into a power 

purchase agreement whereby the County would be able to purchase electrical power from Abundant Solar and receive certain 

environmental credits that will result in savings on the County’s purchase of electricity; and   

WHEREAS, following the execution of the Lease, Abundant Solar submitted an application to NYSEG for permission to make an 

interconnection to NYSEG’s distribution network and was informed that that due to the limitations of NYSEG’s infrastructure, the 

capacity of the Project needed to be reduced from 6.5 MW to 5.6 MW; and  

WHEREAS, following the execution of the Lease, the Public Service Commission and New York State Energy Research Development 

Authority (“NYSERDA”) have made substantial changes to the regulations affecting solar projects; and     

WHEREAS, in particular, NYSERDA has reduced the environmental credits applicable to “anchor customers” such as the County while 

increasing the credits available to “mass market” customers (i.e., county residents) which has caused Abundant to Solar to revise the 

business model for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the changes to the value of the credits applicable to the County, Abundant Solar is proposing to reduce the 

County’s allocation of power produced by the Project from 40% to 20%, thereby increasing the allocation available to residential 

customers; and  

WHEREAS, due to these changes in circumstance that were outside the control of either the County or Abundant Solar, Abundant Solar 

has requested several amendments to the Lease as well as changes to the proposed Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) and has been 

negotiating the same with the County Attorney; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature wishes to demonstrate its continued support of the development of clean, renewable energy in Cayuga 

County and to recognize the benefit of creating an opportunity for residents and municipalities within Cayuga County to purchase locally 

sponsored and sourced clean, renewable solar energy from this Community Distributed Generation Facility; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature hereby approves the Amended Lease for Abundant Solar as follows:   

 



1. That the Initial Term of the Amended Lease shall be thirty (30) years from the Commencement of 

Operations Date; 

2. That Abundant Solar shall pay rent from the effective date of the Lease (March 3, 2019) through the 

Commencement of Operations Date in the amount of $12,000 per year;  

3. That in the event that the County elects to terminate the PPA prior to the expiration of the Initial Term or any 

Extended Term of the Agreement, Abundant Solar shall be allowed to continue occupying the Property, 

provided it pays rent in the amount of $39,088 per year, with a 2% annual escalator; 

4. The County may deem the Project “abandoned” and terminate the Amended Lease if the Project is not 

completed within the “Construction Term” (18 months from commencement of construction) or extended 

construction term (additional 12 mos. if requested); or in the event Abundant stops producing electricity for 

a period of a year; 

5. Abundant Solar shall provide a removal bond in the amount of $30 per KW (approx. $168,000) to 

secure removal of the facility in the event of lease termination; 

And it is further, 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature hereby approves the execution of a Power Purchase Agreement as follows: 

1. That the Initial Term of the PPA shall be thirty (30) years; 

2. That the County may terminate the PPA prior to the expiration of the Initial Term or any Extended Term 

without penalty upon sixty(60) days’ notice to Abundant Solar; 

3. In the event the County terminates the PPA, Abundant Solar may continue to operate the Facility provided it 

pays rent in accordance with the terms of the Amended Lease; 

And it is further, 

RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Cayuga County Legislature is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Amended 

Lease Agreement and Power Purchase Agreement between Cayuga County and Abundant Solar Power (CC3) LLC pending and subject 

to, the final review and approval of such Agreements by the County Attorney and the Chair of the Cayuga County Legislature as to 

appropriate form and content; and 

RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Cayuga County Legislature is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver such other and 

further documents and instruments as may be necessary to carry out the intention of this Resolution and upon such forms as be approved 

by the County Attorney;  and 

RESOLVED that this resolution shall be effective upon approval. 
Motion by Batman, 2nd by Vitale, all in favor except Lattimore, Dennison, Didio, and Pecher.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 230-20  6/23/2020  PT A&M Catering Pavilion License 6 2020 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH A&M CATERING TO PROVIDE HOSPITALITY 

MANAGEMENT OF THE EMERSON PARK PAVILION 

BY:  Hon. Tucker Whitman, Chair, Public Works Committee 

Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair Ways and Means Committee 
WHEREAS, Cayuga County owns and operates a public park along the shores of Owasco Lake with a pavilion that includes two ball 

rooms, conference space and related facilities (“Emerson Park Pavilion”); and  

WHEREAS, Cayuga County issued an RFP seeking proposals to license the Emerson Park Pavilion to a qualified hospitality 

management firm to operate the facility under a 3 year contract commencing January 1, 2022 and ending on December 31, 2024 with 

the option to extend the license for 3 additional 3 year terms; and 

WHEREAS, A&M Catering, LLC (“A&M Catering”) submitted the only proposal, offering to pay $82,000 for 2022, $84,000 for 2023 

and $86,000 for 2024; and 

WHEREAS, a review committee was formed and the proposal was deemed compliant and acceptable, and 

WHEREAS, the Park Commission has reviewed the A&M Catering proposal and determined that the proposal acceptable and 

recommended its approval; and 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature believes that the proposal should be modified to allow the A&M Catering to take 

reservations and such other related preparatory work deemed necessary commencing June 1, 2020, with A&M Catering taking 

occupancy under the License Agreement commencing January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2024; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature hereby authorizes entering into a License Agreement with A&M Catering for 

managing and catering the hospitality services at the Emerson Park Pavilion, with a commencement date of June 1, 2020 and continuing 

through December 31, 2024, as described above; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Attorney is hereby authorized and directed to draft a license  agreement incorporating the terms 

and intent of this Resolution; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Cayuga County Legislature is hereby authorized to execute and deliver such license agreement and 

such other documents as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this Resolution. 

Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 231-20      6/23/20  PT Limited Seasonal Staff 6 20- AMENDED 

AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF LIMITED SEASONAL STAFF FOR THE PARKS & TRAILS DEPARTMENT FOR 

THE 2020 SEASON 

 By: Hon. Tucker Whitman, Chair, Public Works Committee 

 Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair Ways and Means Committee 

Whereas, it is necessary to hire minimal staff the summer season; and 

Whereas, to provide the services and operations designated essential and approved by the Hiring Committee, which will include:  four 

(4) Laborers (ticket booth), four (4) Lifeguards, two (2) Head Lifeguards, one (1) Maintenance Crew Leader, six (6) Park Security 

Guards, one (1) Supervising Park Security Guard and three (3) Cleaners as recommended by the Hiring Committee or as otherwise 

provided by law; now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, that the Parks Maintenance Supervisor is hereby authorized to hire up to seventeen (22) seasonal positions as stated above, 

to be paid as follows: 

Maintenance Crew Leaders  $13.35/hr. 

Park Security Guards   $13.35/hr. 

Supervising Park Security Guard $18.35/hr. 

Cleaners    $13.35/hr.    

and be it further  

Resolved, that the funding for the above-stated positions shall be paid from appropriated funds in the 2020 Emerson Park Budget 

Account A71101-51005 (Seasonal Salaries) for a total not to exceed the budgeted amount of $86,296.80. 

Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 232-20  6/23/20    PT Emerson Park Waive Fees rev 

WAIVING FEES FOR EMERSON PARK 

BY: Hon. Tucker Whitman, Chair, Public Works Committee 

        Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in the closing of virtually all entertainment and recreational facilities within the 

county, including restaurants, athletic courts and fields, and playgrounds; and 

WHEREAS, much of the population is being encourage to participate in social distancing in an effort to combat the COVID-19 

pandemic, and the Cayuga County Legislature finds that it is in the public interest to maintain open parks where citizens can spend 

time outdoors while still maintaining appropriate social distances; and 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature further finds that the fees imposed for parking at Emerson Park, set by Resolution No. 

331-16, are not in the public interest at the present time and under the present circumstances; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, the Cayuga County Legislature hereby waives parking fees at Emerson Park for 60 days. 

Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 233-20         June 23, 2020   PT Authorize Emerson Sewer Repair Reserve 

AUTHORIZATION PURSUANT TO NY GEN. MUN. LAW § 6-D TO APPROPRIATE FROM THE BUILDINGS REPAIR 

RESERVE  

BY:  Hon. Tucker Whitman, Chair, Public Works Committee 

 Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, N.Y. General Municipal Law § 6-d requires that the governing board provide notice and a public hearing for appropriations 

made from a Repair Reserve; and 

WHEREAS, the current sewer pump station and controls servicing the Emerson Park Pavilion and Deauville Island is no longer serviceable 

and therefore in need of replacement; and 

WHEREAS, the project had been advertised and the lowest bid, submitted by W2 Operator Training Group, LLC, places the cost to replace 

these units at $73,925.00; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Legislature has determined that this repair does not recur annually or less frequently, and that it falls within the 

purpose for which the Building Repair Reserve was established; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature finds that proper notice having been made and a public hearing held, the Cayuga County 

Treasurer is hereby authorized to transfer $73,925.00 from Buildings Repair Reserve to Emerson Park Equipment – Trackable (A71102-

52100). 

Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 234-20             6-23-20                        HWY Salt Purchase 

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING DIRECTOR AND THE CAYUGA COUNTY HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO 

COMMIT TO PURCHASE ROAD SALT BEGINNING WITH THE 2021-2022 WINTER SEASON 

BY:   Hon. Tucker Whitman, Chair, Public Works Committee 

 Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, in 2019, Cayuga County bid out its annual road salt purchase and received a single response; and 

WHEREAS, the County Purchasing Director, in conjunction with the County Highway Department are of the opinion that the most cost-

effective approach to future road salt purchases would be to purchase salt in conjunction with the several municipalities cooperating through 

the Onondaga County Invitation to Bid; and  

WHEREAS, it is imperative that Cayuga County confirms its participation now for the Onondaga County bid; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the County Purchasing Director and the County Highway Superintendent are hereby directed to confirm Cayuga 

County’s participation in the Onondaga County Salt Bid, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Cayuga County Legislature, as well as the Purchasing Director and Highway Superintendent are hereby 

authorized to execute any documents necessary to evidence the commitment of Cayuga County to purchase road salt through Onondaga 

County’s winning bidder for its estimated annual salt purchases. 

Motion by Petrus, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO.  235-20    6/23/20             EMO FILL ADMIN OFFICER 

AUTHORIZATION TO FILL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF EMERGENCY SERVICES DUE TO A RETIREMENT.  

BY:   Mr. Andrew Dennison, Chairperson, Judicial and Public Safety Committee 

 Mr. Christopher Petrus, Chairperson, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Emergency Management Office has a vacant Administrative Officer of Emergency Services position; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is a critical position in the office and funded in EMO budget account A36401 51001; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Emergency Management Director be authorized to fill position (#002090SYS) CSEA Grade 10 with a minimum 

salary of $37,477.00; and be it further   

RESOLVED, that the position be filled in accordance to the Cayuga County Civil Service Rules and Regulations and the Policies of 

the County of Cayuga.  

Motion by Nightengale, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 236-20           6/23/20                      SHR Fill Deputy Sergeant & Backfill 

AUTHORIZE THE SHERIFF TO FILL ONE VACANT DEPUTY SHERIFF SERGEANT POSITION IN THE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION OF THE CAYUGA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE AND RESULTING BACKFILL POSITION  

By:  Hon. Andrew Dennison, Chair, Judicial & Public Safety Committee 

Hon. Christopher Petrus, Chair, Ways & Means Committee 

WHEREAS, a vacancy in the Cayuga County Sheriff’s Department Law Enforcement Division will occur due to the retirement of a Deputy 

Sheriff Sergeant (Position Control No. 001894-SYS); and 

WHEREAS, the services provided by the position of Deputy Sheriff Sergeant are critical for smooth and efficient operations of the Sheriff’s 

Office Law Enforcement Division and maintaining safety and well-being in Cayuga County; and  

WHEREAS, this position is clearly designated and accepted in the 2020 Cayuga County Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Budget Line - Salaries 

Full Time (A31101 51001); now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Sheriff be hereby authorized and directed to fill one Deputy Sheriff Sergeant position and if applicable, a Deputy 

Sheriff Corporal backfill, leaving any resulting Deputy Sheriff position temporarily vacant; and be it further  

RESOLVED, the employees hired will be placed at the appropriate step within the Deputy Sheriff’s Police Association Compensation Plan 

for 2020-2022; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this position be filled in accordance with the Civil Service Rules and Regulations and the Policies of the County of 

Cayuga. 

Motion by Nightengale, 2nd by Ripley, all in favor.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 237-20    6/23/20          LEG Authorize Sale Nursing Home  

Authorizing Cayuga County to sell former County Nursing Home to Auburn Community Hospital. (2/3) 

By:  Cayuga County Legislature 

WHEREAS, Cayuga County owns a parcel of land and the improvements located thereon formerly known as the Cayuga County Nursing 

Home located at 7451 County House Road, in the City of Auburn, Town of Sennett (herein “Nursing Home”) which has been closed 

for a number of years; and    

WHEREAS, as a result of such closure, the Cayuga County Legislature by Resolution No. 196 – 17, determined that the Nursing Home, 

is no longer necessary for public use by the County of Cayuga, and therefore determined it to be surplus real property; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 353 of the Sessions Laws of 2017, the New York Legislature authorized the County of Cayuga to sell 

the Nursing Home to the Auburn Community Hospital, a general hospital licensed under Article 28 of the New York Public Health Law, 

with a principal address at 17 Lansing Street, Auburn, New York 13021 (the “Hospital”) for adequate consideration; and   

WHEREAS, the Hospital has expressed an interest in acquiring such real property and improvements and has offered to purchase the 

same at a price of $500,000; and  

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature finds that it is in the public interest complete the sale of the real property, improvements, 

and any personal property formerly used for the Nursing Home to Auburn Community Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature and the Hospital have each obtained an appraisal of the Nursing Home property and 

improvements and reviewed the same; and 

WHEREAS, based upon a review of both appraisals, the Cayuga County Legislature finds that a purchase price of $500,000 is good and 

sufficient consideration for this transaction; and 

WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature has determined that the County shall serve as lead agency to conduct an environmental 

review of the proposed transaction pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, as codified under Article 8 of the 

Environmental Conservation Law and the Regulations promulgated thereunder (6 NYCRR 617, et seq.) (collectively herein, “SEQRA”); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT   

RESOLVED:  

Based upon a review of the proposed purchase and sale transaction, the Cayuga County Legislature hereby: 

(i) Affirms the status of the County as Lead Agency for the environmental review of the transaction, within the 

meaning of, and for all purposes of complying with SEQRA; 

(ii) Finds and determines that the transaction constitutes the reuse of a residential or commercial structure, or of a 

structure containing a mixed use of residential or commercial uses, where such use is permitted under the applicable 

zoning law or ordinance, including permitted by special use permit, and therefore qualifies as a Type II action which 

requires no further environmental review (See, 6 NYCRR 617.5[c][18]).   

RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature hereby authorizes the sale of all that certain tract or parcel of land, consisting of 7.368 

acres of land, together with the improvements thereon, being known as the former Cayuga County Nursing Home, located at 7451 

County House Road, City of Auburn, in the Town of Sennett, and being a portion of the property commonly referred to as Tax Map No. 

102.00-19-15.2 and being more particularly described in Exhibit “A” annexed hereto; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Legislature be and the same is hereby authorized to execute and deliver a Purchase and Sale 

Agreement, deed and such other and further documents and instruments as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this Resolution 

and upon such forms as may be approved by the County Attorney; and it is further  

RESOLVED, that this Resolution take effect immediately.  

Motion by Dennison, 2nd by Lattimore, passed by majority vote, all in favor except Ripley and Didio, Pinckney –excused, 

706/115/62.  

 

Motion by Foley to go into executive session at 7:39PM, 2nd by Nightengale, all in favor.  

 

Executive Session: re: Employment history of a particular person or corporation, the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real 

property.  

 

Motion by Pinckney to come out of executive session at 8:30PM, 2nd by Nightengale, all in favor.  

 

Motion by Foley to adjourn at 8:31PM, 2nd by Lattimore, all in favor.  
 



2020 Budget Projection

Revenue Impacts

Sales Tax

2019 2019

Budget Actual Variance

23,000,000 23,850,246 850,246

2020 2020

Budget Estimated Actual Variance

23,600,000 19,900,000 -3,700,000

Based on projections from NYSAC, a mild recession could result in 9% loss in sales tax.

A severe recession could result in a 21% loss in sales tax.

May's sales tax was down 27%. First payment in June down 32%.

Unrealized/Realized Gain

2020 2020

Budget Estimated Actual Variance

200,000 0 -200,000

This account is used to record gains and losses from investments.

Oneida Gambling

2020 2020

Budget Estimated Actual Variance

615,000 400,000 -215,000

Estimated loss due to Casino closings.

Interest Earnings

2020 2020

Budget Estimated Actual Variance

300,000 200,000 -100,000



State Aid - Social Services

2019 2019

Budget Actual Variance

7,375,000 7,326,795 -48,205

2020 2020

Budget Estimated Actual Variance

7,672,000 -10% 6,594,116 -1,077,885

NYSAC is projecting a 10 to 20% loss in State Aid.

No specific cuts in State Aid have accured yet.

Nursing Home - Sale 500,000

Revenue Shortfall -4,792,885

Expenditure Impacts

Medicaid

2019 2019

Budget Actual Variance

14,175,000 14,044,470 -130,530

2020 2020

Budget Estimated Actual Variance

13,850,000 13,150,000 -700,000

Enhanced Federal Participation in Medicaid for 6 months.

Estimated to result in a $700k savings in 2020.

Furloughed Employees



Estimated savings Thru July 2020 -300,000

  (A fund only)

Vacant Positions

Vacancy savings Thru year end -1,000,000

Departmental Identified Savings

OFA - Decreased Aid Services and Federal funds -61,000

   to cover some Senior meals

EMO - savings from vacant position in beginning -20,000

  of year

Real Property - Net savings -12,000

IT - Equipment and contratual -88,000

Social Services - Reduced preventive services & -200,000

  Safety net exp Inc FC expenses

Sheriff - Decreased Contractual exp -33,000

Assigned Cousel - reduced expenses -30,000

Parks - Decreased salaries and revenue -130,000

Expenditure Savings -2,574,000

Budget Gap -2,218,885

It is anticipated that there will be program savings in DSS and the Health Dept (Pre-School program).

Some services, that have a partial local share, are being provided on a reduced basis.

Further analysis will be needed to estimate the savings to the County.

A Fund

2019 Year End 18,000,000

Use of FB -1,400,000

Current FB 16,600,000

Budget Gap -2,218,885

Net 14,381,116

FB Policy 10% to 15% of Gross Revenues

$13.6M to $20.5M



Cayuga Community College 

President’s Report 

June, 2020 

 

Restart Plan 

As part of Central New York’s Phase 2, Cayuga’s on-campus office and administrative services 

can resume.  The College has been working with regional health officials and state leaders on a 

plan to safely reopen both campuses. To assist with finalizing this plan, supervisors and 

additional staff will return to campus the week of June 29 to assist in finalizing the plan to 

reopen. 

Additional information on safety policies and procedures and sanitation efforts will be released 

before June 29.  Supervisors will design split work schedules for employees to reduce the 

population density on both campuses and to ensure social distancing. College staff will work 

split schedules on-campus the week of July 6, with college-wide on-campus office and 

administrative and services resuming the week of July 13. 

Access to our campuses remains restricted until that date. Student and public access to our 

campuses will remain restricted until a later reopening phase. 

 

Budget Update (for your approval in July) 

As the state and SUNY respond to health and financial pressures caused by the pandemic, we 

have continued our efforts to finalize a 2020-21 budget that fully supports our students and 

responsibly plans for the College’s future. 

The 2020-21 budget is complicated by projected decreases in enrollment, the likely decrease in 

state funding, and the impact of the pandemic on campus operations.  Our proposed budget seeks 

Board of Trustees’ approval on June 25 with a 3% tuition increase and other related increases in 

student fees. 

In addition, numerous vacant positions were eliminated from the budget; we accepted 

retirements from several staff and faculty members and eliminated several part-time and 

temporary positions.  Two of our SUNY PIF grants were recalled by SUNY, forcing the 

elimination of two funded positions. 

Our obligation to balance the budget has been an arduous process with difficult, but necessary 

decisions. 

 



Enrollment Update 

We have met our 2019 – 2020 enrollment targets thanks in part to our K-12 Partnerships and 

summer enrollment.  We are projecting a 12% decrease in FTE’s for 2020 – 2021.  We are 

hopeful that during August, we will begin to see an uptick in applications, acceptances, and 

registrations as students start making decisions about fall. 






