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Density 1s measured as |
counts of somethin EERULEIO
N e Dwelling Units

per measure of area. Parcels
Businesses

For example, Vehicles
Farm Animals
Water Service

Floor Area
Etc.

Acre
Square Mile

Per Square Kilometer
Etc.



If you measure density as square feet of
building floor area per square feet of total

FAR ground area, you get a ratio: the Floor Area
Ratio (FAR).

FAR gives a sense of the bulk or mass of
structures, which is often what we mean by
“density”. FAR 1s useful for measuring the
density of commerical, industrial, or other
non-residential uses.

FAR: 1 | FAR: 2

% <4 > 2
1 story covers 2 stories cover 4 stories cover 2 stories cover 4 stories cover 8 sfories cover
whole lot 1/2 of the lot 1/4 of the lot whole lot 1/2 of the lot 1/4 of the lot

lllustration from the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy: http://www.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/visualizing-density/
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