
 Page 1
 

   
 
 
  
                                                                     MINUTES 
                     SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CAYUGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009, 6:30 PM 
Chambers, 6th Floor, County Office Building 

 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Hon. Peter Tortorici, Chairman, at 6:37PM. 
 
ROLL CALL:   Mary Jones, Clerk of the Legislature, all Legislators’ present, except Murphy, Palermo, 
and Schuster excused. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
MOMENT OF PRAYER:   
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO.   643-09          12/2/09                        COA-BudgetRecommendations10.W&M 
WAYS AND MEANS RECOMMENDATION ON 2010 BUDGET OFFICER’S TENTATIVE BUDGET. 
BY:   MR. MITCHELL, Chairman Ways and Means Committee 
WHEREAS, the Ways and Means Committee has reviewed the 2010 County Tentative Budget that was filed with 
the Clerk of the Cayuga County Legislature; and 
WHEREAS, the Ways and Means Committee has proposed certain changes, alterations or revisions in the tentative 
budget by identifying specific account lines that could be amended, added, or deleted; now, therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that the Ways & Means Committee hereby submits the attached, as its proposed changes, alterations 
or revisions to the Budget Officer’s 2010 Tentative Budget, to the County Legislature for its consideration. 
Signed by Mitchell, Axton, Chapman, Lockwood, Murphy, Petrus, all in favor, except Mills and Fearon voting no. 
 
Motion by Mitchell to Separate the question and vote on each change separately, all in favor. 
Approved amendments made at Legislature meeting of 12-2-09 attached. 
RESOLUTION No. 644-09  12-2-09                               coacngetentativebdgt1 
CHANGES, ALTERATIONS AND REVISIONS TO THE 2010 TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2010. 
By:  Hon. Francis Mitchell, Chairman  Ways and Means Committee 
WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Budget Officer (the "County"), on November 13, 2009, duly filed the 2010 
tentative budget of said County for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2010, with the Clerk of the Cayuga County 
Legislature; and 
WHEREAS, the Ways and Means Committee reviewed the tentative budget of the County for the 2010 fiscal year 
beginning January 1, 2010, duly filed its report on November 27, 2009 with the Clerk of the Cayuga County 
Legislature; and 
WHEREAS, the Cayuga County Legislature, after due deliberation, has made a proposal for changes, alterations or 
revisions in the tentative budget as set forth on attachment 1 annexed hereto and made a part hereof; and  
WHEREAS, the Ways and Means Committee has decreased the anticipated 2010 sales tax revenues based on 
projections provided by the Cayuga County Treasurer; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
RESOLVED that the tentative budget for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2010 be changed, altered and revised 
as set forth on attachment 1 annexed hereto and made a part hereof; and be it further
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PAGE REVENUE EXPENSE 
 

CHANGES TO TENTATIVE BUDGET  
ADOPTED BY LEGISLATURE 12/2/09  

 
JUDICIAL AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
E-911  
(2) New Full Time Dispatchers (A30201-51001) 49  77,564.00
     at $38,782 each  
Benefits (estimate)  A30201-58000 50  28,000.00
Decrease A30201-51003 OverTime by $25,000 49  -25,000.00
Benefits (estimate) A30201-58000  50  -5,200.00
Increase A30204-54016 (Unif Allo)   50  300.00
Increase A30204-54062 (Purch Clth)  51  400.00
Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye, 
except Aikman and Mills voting no. 
 

 

   
SHERIFF  
Marked Vehicle A31102-52005 53  27,000.00
Reduce A31104-54008 (Auto Expense)  -5,000.00
Reduce A31104-54009 (Auto Other)  -3,000.00
Approved by roll call vote.  Ayes – Chapman, Axton, 
Petrus, Lockwood, Fearon, Mitchell, Cuddeback, 
Sincebaugh, Tortorici.  Noes – Mills, Mahunik, 
Aikman.  Excused – Palermo, Schuster, Murphy.  
Vote – 548/178/156 
 

 

  
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE  
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
Increase A16104-54135 (Training) 39  24,000.00
Approved by roll call vote, all voting yes, except 
Mills voting no, and excused Palermo, Schuster and 
Murphy.  Vote – 647/79/156 
 
 

 

 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS  
Increase A14504-54074 (Dept Exp) 35  33,000.00
Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye, 
except Mills voting no. 

 

  
Increase A14504-54404 (Machine Transportation) 35  500.00
Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye, 
except Mills voting no. 
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WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
Decrease A99005-54602 (Trans RMF) 152  -215,703.00
Increase A99005-54601 (Trans CRF) 152  215,703.00

 
Increase D50100-45031 (Trans General) 162 215,703.00 
Decrease DM51300-45031 (Trans General) 169 -215,703.00  

Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye.    
 
 

  
 

Decrease A10174-5400 (Provision for Salary Adjust) 4  -200,000.00
 

Decease of Tax Levy  -101,219.00
Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye, 
except Mills voting no. 

 

 
 
Hire Probation Officer 
Motion by Mitchell to move to $00 amount, 2nd by Axton, all present voting aye, except Aikman and Lockwood voting 
no. 
Motion as amended, all present voting aye, except Aikman and Lockwood, voting no. 
 
PROBATION  
Increase Overtime A31401-51003 59  20,000.00
Benefits (estimate)  A31401-58000) 59  4,200.00
Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye, except Aikman and Mills voting no. 
 
DEFEATED 
Hire Information Technology Person 
Motion by Mitchell to move amount to $00, al present voting aye. 
As amended , all present voting aye. 
 
DEFEATED 
Decrease County Auditor budget  
A13201-51001 (County Auditor, Salary, FT) 19  -60,000.00
A13201-58001 (County Auditor, Salary, Soc Sec) 19  -4,541.00
A13201-58002 (County Auditor, Salary, Retirement) 19  -6,120.00
A13201-58003 (County Auditor, Salary, Hlth Ins) 19  -5,829.00
A13201-58004 (County Auditor, Salary, Dental Ins) 20  -395.00
A13201-58005 (County Auditor, Salary, Wks Comp) 20  -1,827.00
A13201-54049 (County Auditor, Contractaul, Supplies) 20  -1,000.00
A13201-54055 (County Auditor, Contractual, Postage) 20  -100.00
A13201-54074 (County Auditor, Contractual, Dept Exp) 20  -1,000.00
A13201-54075 (County Auditor, Contractual, 
Telephone) 

20  -250.00

 
 
 

0.00 98,781.00
Motion by Mitchell to move amount to $00, all 
present voting aye. 
Approved as Amended, all present voting aye. 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE  
Increase Salary A36401-51001 (Full Time)  
Employee #928047  by $899.00  899.00
Increase Salary A36401-51002 (Part Time)  
Employee #928068 by $510.00  510.00
Increase Salary A36401-51002 (Part Time)  
Employee #928010 by $1,140.00  1,140.00
Increase Benefits (estimate) A36401-58000  530.00
Approved by voice vote, all present voting aye. 
 
RESOLUTION NO.  644-09  AS MODIFIED, MOVED BY MITCHELL, 2ND BY PETRUS, NOT VOTED ON UNTIL 
LATER. 
 
Motion by Mahunik, 2nd by Sincebaugh to bring the following resolution to the floor: 
TABLED  TABLED   TABLED 
REOLUTION NO.  645-09     12-2-09               SpendingReductionsRes 
Resolution Directing Department Heads to Determine Spending Cuts Within there Departments for Consideration by 
Legislature. 
By: Mr. Schuster, Mr. Mahunik, Mr. Sincebaugh Ms. Aikman 
WHEREAS, the tentative 2010 Cayuga County budget calls for a significant increase in the property tax levy as well as a 
significant appropriation of the fund balance; and 
WHEREAS, the preliminary figures for the 2011 budget call for an even greater increase in the property tax levy and/or 
further appropriations of the fund balance; and 
WHEREAS, the taxpayers of Cayuga County can not afford such increases; and 
WHEREAS, the depletion of the fund balance will have a negative impact on the bond rating of Cayuga County, thereby 
making it even more expensive for County Taxpayers to finance necessary capita; improvement projects; and  
WHEREAS, the only solution to this unsustainable budget dilemma is to further reduce spending; and 
WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes that Department Heads have the best understanding of where, within their budgets, 
cuts can be made that can be made that have the least impact on service delivery; now therefore be it 
RESOLLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature hereby directs all Department Heads to re-examine their budgets and 
identify spending reductions that can be made to each of their budgets; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, that each Department Head shall present these identified spending reductions, which shall be greater than or 
equal o 2% of the combined equipment and contractual lines in each departmental budget, to Legislature at its meeting on 
December 5, 2009; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, that none of the items proposed to be cut shall be reimbursable in any way by any outside private or 
governmental agency; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, that the Cayuga County Legislature will determine whether or not it shall include any or all of the identified 
spending reductions in the 2010 budget prior to enacting the budget. 
Signed by Schuster, Sincebaugh, Mahunik, Aikman. 
Motion to table by Lockwood, 2nd by Cuddeback to table, all in favor, except Aikman, Mahunik, Sincebaugh, 
Schuster, voting no. 
Discussion:   
Mahunik, what about the 2.8 million that we lost from the state? 
Mitchell, we have held the revenue this year, 2.9 is consistent with last year’s loss of revenue. 
Mahunik, what percent of budget is down? 
Lynn Marinelli, sales tax down $250,000.00, and we still don’t how the Governor’s budget for 2011 will effect us. 
Mahunik, how much revenue was lost last year. 
Mitchell, we did a sweeping job, the fund balance is good. 
Lynn Marinelli, the stimulus funding will change in 2009. 
Motion by Mahunik to have all departments next year cut their budget by 7%, 2nd by Sincebaugh, No Action Taken. 
Mitchell, it would be hard on some smaller departments, than larger ones. 
Motion to table by Lockwood, 2nd by Axton to table, all in favor, except Aikman, Mahunik, Sincebaugh, voting no. 
Mitchell, when we know what the state will do it will make a difference, have to wait. 
Tortorici, people are having a hard time, positions weren’t filled, need to look at doing more in house and other things without 
raising the levy. 
Sincebaugh, budget is tight, there will be reductions in employees. 
Mahunik, we need to set goals and let Department Heads know where we are headed. 
Tortorici, I agree. 
Fearon, we need to look at positions. 
Mahunik, need to examine hires and get on the dame page. 
Mitchell, discuss positions in big departments, they will cooperate, we will be okay. 
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VOTE ON RESOLUTION NO. 644-09  12-2-09                               coacngetentativebdgt1 
CHANGES, ALTERATIONS AND REVISIONS TO THE 2010 TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2010. 
(As amended)  Passed by roll call vote, Ayes – Chapman, Axton, Petrus, Lockwood, Fearon, 
Mitchell, Cuddeback, Tortorici.  Noes – Mills, Mahunik, Sincebaugh, Aikman.  Excused 
Palermo, Schuster, Murphy.  500/226/156 
 
RESOLUTION NO.   646-09   (12/2/09)           COA-Set Public Hearing to Adopt Budget 10Rev 
SETTING DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON TENTATIVE COUNTY BUDGET. 
BY:  MR. MITCHELL, Chairman, Ways & Means Committee 
WHEREAS, a tentative County Budget for the year 2010 has been prepared and is hereby presented by the 
Budget Officer of the County of Cayuga; now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, that the tentative budget as amended or revised by Resolution No. 644-09,  reflecting 
appropriations, revenues and resultant effects for the year 2010, shall be submitted to a public hearing as required 
by Section 359 of the County Law and that the Clerk of the Legislature is hereby authorized to prepare 100 
copies of the budget pursuant to law; and be it further 
 RESOLVED, that the salaries for the Legislators shall be as follows: 
                  Legislative Chairperson                                   $30,000 
                  Deputy Chairperson                                                             11,600 
                  Majority and Minority Leaders                            10,850 
                  Legislators                 10,100 
                  Additional for Chairs of standing Committees                      2,000 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, that a public hearing on the budget for the year 2010 is set for December  17, 2009 at 6:30 PM, at 
the County Legislative Chambers and that the Legislature Clerk is hereby instructed to advertise same pursuant 
to law.                              

Official Elected or Appointed Positions – 2010 
 

Assessment & Taxation: 
Director of Real Property tax Services    $59,956 

 
                                     Civil Services Commission: 

Commissioner, Chairperson, part time      11,255 
Commissioner, part time (2)           9,478 

 
                                     Clerk – Legislative Board:      47,500 
 
                                     Coroner:         15,000 
 
                                     County Attorney:        97,500 
 
                                     County Clerk:        64,232 
 
                                     County Highway Superintendent:      65,115 
 
                                     County Treasurer:           66,300 
 
                                     District Attorney:      122,700 
 
                                     Elections, Commissioner (2):                            9,478 
 
                                     Indigent Defendant: 

Administrator         12,539 
Deputy Administrator          6,585 

 
Sheriff:          74,000 

 
                                     Health & Human Services: 
        Director                         88,000 
 
                                     County Manager:                                                                      100,000 
Signed by Mitchell, Axton, Chapman, Lockwood, Mahunik, Petrus. All in favor. 
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Motion by Mahunik, 2nd by Mills to change from a transfer to a loan, no action taken 
Motion by Aikman, 2nd by Petrus to table, defeated by roll call vote.  Ayes - Chapman, Petrus, Mills, 
Fearon, Mitchell, Mahunik, Sincebaugh, Aikman.  Noes – Axton, Lockwood, Cuddeback, Tortorici.  
Excused Palermo, Schuster, Murphy.  Vote – 480/246/156 
Motion by Mahunik, 2nd by Mills to make it a loan not a transfer, approved by roll call vote.  Ayes – 
Chapman, Petrus, Petrus, Mills, Fearon, Mitchell, Mahunik, Sincebaugh, Aikman.  Noes – Axton, 
Lockwood, Cuddeback, Tortorici.  Excused – Palermo, Schuster, Murphy.  Vote – 480/246/156 
RESOLUTION NO. 647-09   12.2.09     S&W advncrev2 
Authorizing  a loan of $78,000.00  from the County of Cayuga to the Cayuga County Soil and Water 
District for the digester project  
BY:  Mrs. Linda Murphy, Chair, Planning and Economic Development Committee 
 Mr. Francis Mitchell, Chair, Ways and Means Committee 
Whereas, the Soil and Water District is experiencing a short fall of $78,000.00 in the digester project budget and 
has made a request to the Cayuga County Legislature for said funds; and  
Whereas, the Legislature agrees to  loan the sum of $78,000.00 to  Soil and Water District from the  
County’s General Fund; now therefore be it 
Resolved, that the County Legislature does hereby loan of the sum of $78,000.00 to the Soil and Water District 
toward the digester project; and be it further  
Resolved, that the funding will come from a County’s General ; and be it further 
Resolved, that the Cayuga County Treasurer make the journal and accounting entries required to implement the 
intent of this resolution; and be it further  
Discussion: 
Fred Westphal, a loan would have to be paid by December 30, 2010. 
Petrus, $78,000.00 renew every year? 
Fred Westphal can’t be a capital “H”. 
Petrus, how quickly can it be paid, if not 1 year, can we extend? 
Fred Westphal, State says it has to be paid in 1 year with interest. 
Petrus, maybe we don’t want to do this. 
Cuddeback, digester won’t be running in 2010, we need money for 2009, $50,000.00 short on 2010 budget. 
Lockwood, last year’s Soil & Waters budget was cut by $90,000.00, that would have come from contingency, we 
don’t loan money to other departments, and I don’t know why we are doing this. 
Fearon, they need the money now. 
Mills, is a loan appropriate, could it happen next year? 
Tortorici, Soil & Water needed $94,000.00 to continue digester, we put it in the digester account, and no loan 
was talked about. 
Mills, assurance from Soil & Water that no taxpayer money would go to digester. 
Tortorici, to be paid by Soil & Water. 
Mills, no agreement. 
Aikman, separate entity, can’t they get a loan? 
Cuddeback, can’t do it. 
Mahunik, they need money, can’t we loan, then option to forgive the loan? 
Fred Westphal, I don’t have the answer for that. 
Chapman, is the money for the project or is it to pay salary. 
Cuddeback, last year they needed $98,000.00, that came from 2009 appropriation. 
Fearon, need to take care of them. 
Cuddeback, Podolak will pay back the loan. 
Fred Westphal, what if they don’t have the money, the language is the problem. 
Mitchell, original request from Soil & Water was approximately $98,000.00; it was not supposed to be an 
expense to the tax payers.  They were supposed to come back for a loan or advance, they didn’t. 
Petrus, table this at this point and get more answers. 
Tortorici, that was defeated. 
Sincebaugh, what if they pay part. 
Fred Westphal, no. 
Fearon, I want it to be a loan. 
Mills, we have a loan with them? 
Fred Westphal, no. 
Jim Orman, no, we have a mortgage, for the roof. 
Fearon, can we extend the mortgage. 
Aikman, can extend mortgage for roof for the digester. 
Fred Westphal, property belongs to the county. 
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Discussion Con’t: 
Aikman, it’s an asset for the county. 
Lockwood, move to the previous question. 
Roll call as stated above was approved for loan. 
Mills, can we amend to a one year loan. 
Cuddeback, they can’t pay it back, work will stop. 
Aikman, let Fred Westphal work on the loan. 
Fearon, call the question, all in favor, except Cuddeback, Lockwood, Tortorici, voting no. 
 
Motion by Mahunik, 2nd by Cuddeback to adjourn at 7:55PM, all in favor, except Chapman voting no. 
 
Motion to approve minutes of 12-2-09, by Axton, 2nd by Pinckney, on 1-26-2010, all in favor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


