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Land Use: 
Agriculture is 
not the same 
as Commercial 
or Industrial 

National Archives, Photo by John L. Alexandrowicz 

Regulation should not treat them the same. 
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Economic 
Context of 
Farming in 
Cayuga 
County 

 In 2007, Cayuga County produced over $214 million in total 
agricultural sales. 



How many 
FARMS are in 
your town? 



How many 
BUSINESSES 
are in your 
town? 

 



If you said 
FARMS = 
BUSINESSES, 
you’d be right! 
 



In 2007, the 
market value of 
agricultural 
commodities in 
Cayuga County 
was $214 million 
US Census of Agriculture, 1992 - 
2007 

$214 
million 
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In 2011, almost 
$287 million 
was generated 
in cash receipts 
by county 
farms  
US Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2011 

$287 million 



Multiplier 
Effect 

$650 million 
total in 2011 

$ 
 

$ 



3/4 farms  
 
in 2007 had sales 
under $50,000 
US Census of Agriculture 2007 
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236 farms 



Average net 
farm income 
was … 

 

$28,368 in 2002 

$62,251 in 2007 
 

 

 

Farmers grow truck loads of food, but 
don’t make truck loads of money 



 
 
 
REALITY CHECK: 
 
The ECONOMICS 
of Agriculture 
CHANGE OVER 
TIME 

MAJOR COMMODITIES 

 

Then 
Hops 

Tobacco 

Sugar Beets 

Snap Beans 

Now 

Corn 

Soy 

Dairy 

Livestock 

Hay 



 
 
 
REALITY CHECK: 
 
The ECONOMICS 
of Agriculture 
CHANGE OVER 
TIME 

CURRENT TRENDS 
 

Local Food Movement 

Increasing awareness of benefits to healthy eating 

Agri-Tourism 

Increasing globalization of agriculture 

 



This is all to say 
that… 

Demands on farmers are changing 

 

Farmers must adapt and take advantage 
of new opportunities to remain viable and 
sustainable businesses 



Plan for ALL of 
agriculture 
 
 

Ability to take advantage of accessory 
uses allow farmers to remain viable and 
sustainable.  

 

Ag industry must be flexible.   Must be 
able to respond to changing market forces 
and consumer demands . 



Plan for ALL of 
agriculture 
 
 

Allowing farmers to change with the times will ensure the viability 

and sustainability of agricultural businesses in your community. 

 

 

No cherry picking! 



Accessory 
Agricultural 
Uses What exactly are we talking about? 



Accessory 
Agricultural 
Uses 



Accessory 
Agricultural 
Uses 

Copyright State of New Jersey. NJ Forest Resource Education Center  



Accessory 
Agricultural 
Uses 



Accessory 
Agricultural 
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Tour Cayuga, Photo by Kristian Reynolds  



Accessory 
Agricultural 
Uses 

Photo by Sarah Jean Condon, The Citizen. 
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Accessory 
Agricultural 
Uses 

 These use are agriculture. 

 

 Agriculture is a business. 

 

 Accessory uses are dependent on the primary 
agricultural use. 



State 
Agriculture and 
Markets Law 

New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law 

Section 305-a: 

“Local governments, when exercising their powers to enact and 
administer comprehensive plans, local laws, ordinances, rules or 
regulations, shall exercise these powers in such a manner as may 
realize the policy and goals set forth in [State Agriculture and 
Markets Law], and shall not unreasonably restrict or regulate farm 
operations within agricultural districts in contravention of the 
purposes of [this Law] unless it can be shown that the public health 
or safety is threatened.” 



State 
Agriculture and 
Markets Law 

New York State 

Agriculture and Markets Law 

Section 305-a: 

 A Local government (County, City, Town, or Village) 

 Shall not unreasonably restrict or regulate 
 a Farm Operation 

 in an Agricultural Districts 

 Unless… threat to 
 public health 

 public safety 



State 
Regulation 
Pre-empts 
Local 
Regulation 

Towns and Villages cannot regulate 
 What foods can be served 

 Food processing standards 

 Types of products offered for sale 

 Operating hours 

 Labor practices 

 



“Farm-Friendly” 
Land Use 

Is your town farm friendly? 

 

What does that even mean? 



Elements of 
“Farm-Friendly”  
Land Use Policies 
 

 

Zoning 
 

 Create a zoning district that covers your agricultural areas and 
gives precedence to agriculture as the primary use and restricts 
other uses unrelated to agricultural operations 

 Allow agriculture-related uses in your non-agricultural zones; 
require buffer zones and/or landscape screenings when necessary 

 Allow off-site signs to attract and direct customers to roadside 
stands and farm attractions 

 Allow and clearly define types of accessory uses that are allowed 
with farm operations 

 Limit expansion of infrastructure such as water and sewer lines 
into prime farmland areas 

 



Elements of 
“Farm-Friendly”  
Land Use Policies 
 

 

Site Plan Regulations 
 

 

 

 

 In zones where ag and non-ag uses are allowed, provide for 
creative site planning to limit the loss of prime farmland 

 Standards should be flexible, and relate to the scale and intensity 
of the use proposed (a farm stand is not a grocery store) 



Elements of 
“Farm-Friendly”  
Land Use Policies 
 

 

Subdivision Regulations 
 

 

 In subdivision projects in agricultural districts, provide for creative 
site planning to limit the loss of prime farmland (cluster zoning 
where ag-related uses are allowed in the preserve open space) 

 Restrict new non-ag building lots to the areas of the parent parcel 
with the lowest agricultural soil values 

 Ensure adequate road access to farmland 

 



Elements of 
“Farm-Friendly”  
Land Use Policies 
 

 

Understanding and Encouraging 
Agriculture 
 

Local officials should: 

 Endeavor to understand the importance of agriculture in their 
communities, and agricultural enterprises’ unique needs 

 Seek to increase the public’s awareness and appreciation of local 
agriculture 

 Proactively address inconsistent or overly restrictive regulations, 
or the application of regulations, on agricultural uses 

 


