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 MINUTES 

March 18, 2015 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Vice-Chairman Patricia Bianconi (Aurora); Secretary Darrin Rooker (Port Byron); Tiffany Beebee 

(Auburn); Gerald Scouten (Aurelius); Derek Ostrowski (Brutus); Randall E. Frech (Village of 

Cato); Cynthia Stephenson (Town of Cato); Darrel Uetz (Fair Haven); Robert Faynor (Fleming); 

John Berry (Genoa); Jay Moose (Mentz); Lisa Wheeler (Meridian); Paul Nelson (Village of 

Moravia); William Carman (Niles); Ron Podolak (Owasco); June Ouellette (Sterling); Christopher 

Yorkey (Union Springs); and John Abraham (Weedsport). 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Kari Terwilliger (County Planning staff); John Zepko (County Planning Staff); Jamie Moore 

(Fleming) and Sue Allen (Sterling) 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-Chairman Patricia Bianconi (Aurora) called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm in the 

Conference Room at the Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES, 1879 West Genesee Street Road in Aurelius. 

2. INTRODUCTIONS BY MEMBERS 

Each person present introduced himself or herself. 

3. INTERNAL BUSINESS 

a. Approval of Minutes from Meeting on November 19, 2014: Motion by Mr. Carman (Niles) 

to approve the minutes as submitted. Seconded by Mr. Frech (Village of Cato). All 

members vote AYE. Motion carried. 

b. Nominations of Board Secretary for 2015: Ms. Terwilliger reminded the Board that the 

Board’s Secretary is appointed annually and that this position was not appointed in 

November due to Mr. Rooker’s (Port Byron) absence from that meeting. She called the 

Board’s attention to the back of their agenda sheets where they could find information 

about the Secretary position as well as the member that currently holds that position, which 

is Mr. Rooker (Port Byron). Vice-Chairman Bianconi (Aurora) asked the Board if there 

were any nominations for Board Secretary. Mr. Carman (Niles) nominated Darrin Rooker 

(Port Byron) to continue as Board Secretary and Mr. Faynor (Fleming) seconded that 

nomination. Vice-Chairman Bianconi (Aurora) asked the Board if there were any other 
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nominations. There were none. Mr. Podolak (Owasco) made a motion to close the 

nominations and Vice-Chairman Bianconi (Aurora) seconded. Motion by Mr. Carman 

(Niles) to appoint Mr. Rooker as Secretary for 2015. Seconded by Mr. Faynor (Fleming). 

All members vote AYE. Motion carried. 

 

4. ISSUES OF COUNTYWIDE IMPORTANCE 

a. Questions or comments on county planning updates provided: Ms. Terwilliger asked the 

Board if anyone had any questions on the three page handout of the project and 

countywide planning activities that she provided the members. No one spoke. Ms. 

Terwilliger very briefly mentioned each item in the handout and informed the Board that 

the County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan was finished and a copy was 

distributed to each municipality; that the Emerson Park Master Plan was being finished 

and should be considered by the County Legislature in April; and that the Owasco Lake 

Watershed Management Plan was still moving forward. 

b. Review of Minutes of  the GML 239-l, m & n Committee: Ms. Terwilliger informed the 

Board that they all received copies of the Committee’s minutes from November 2014 

through January 2015; and asked if anyone had any questions or comments regarding the 

GML 239-l, m & n Committee. Mr. Podolak (Owasco) asked if he could address the 

Board and have a letter he wanted to read be put into the minutes. Mr. Podolak (Owasco) 

read the Board the following: 

To my fellow members of the Cayuga County Planning Board, 

The Town of Owasco Planning Board takes all aspects of its duties seriously. Among them is 

protecting the water quality of Owasco Lake. Having stated that, I wish to enter the following 

comments into this evening’s minutes. The 239 Committee’s treatment of a recent referral from 

the Town of Owasco- and in full disclosure, I am Chairman of the Owasco Planning Board- has 

given me pause and has caused me to bring two issues to your attention that I believe are 

important to this body’s continued good reputation. 

First, the 239 Committee scheduled an off-calendar meeting last month to consider a single 

referral request. While I do not believe such off-calendar meetings are prohibited, I do not recall 

any time in the past where this has been done. Is there a policy in place for calling such sudden 

meetings? If another applicant wishes to request such a meeting, how will they know what is 

required to allow such a request? Who makes that decision, and under what circumstances? Is it 

on an arbitrary basis? 

Setting aside the unprecedented nature of that meeting, the referring body od the Town was 

provided with no advance notice that it was being held. The 239 Committee issued a 

recommendation that same day, which was forwarded to the Planning Board for the Board’s 

meeting scheduled later that evening. The applicant proceeded to use the 239 recommendation to 

urge the Board to move his application forward as complete, even though there were still 

outstanding engineering issues to be resolved which prevented this. The Board refused to do 

anything further until the outstanding questions were fully answered to the satisfaction of our 

professional engineering consultants. Perhaps if the 239 Committee had checked with the Town 

before scheduling the off-calendar meeting, it would have thought differently about the request. 

Second, the 239 Committee’s recommendation itself was a source of concern to the Planning 

Board, because it contained clear opinions as to specific engineering details- for example, stating 
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that a certain diameter of stormwater outlet pipes was appropriate sizing for a subdivision along 

Owasco Lake. To the best of our knowledge, the Committee’s opinion was based upon nothing 

but the content of the application and the applicant’s representations. As it turns out, the Town’s 

professional engineering consultant Barton & Loguidice determined that the outlet pipes were 

too narrow as designed and would potentially contribute to erosion flows into the Lake in certain 

storm events, which is contrary to what the applicant and the 239 Committee both maintained. 

It’s my belief that the 239 Committee’s role does not and should not include offering opinions on 

specific engineering details for a given project- such as diameters of outlet pipes- when it lacks 

all the pertinent technical information. If the Committee wishes to call a municipality’s attention 

to general concerns it believes should be addressed in the course of the application process- such 

as avoidance of erosion flows into the Lake through proper drainage controls- that is perfectly 

proper. Would the County take responsibility for damages caused if the Town followed the 239 

Committee’s recommendations instead of those of its own engineering consultant? I think not. 

Neither of these situations serve to inspire confidence within the public that the County Planning 

Agency is acting in a controlled, non-arbitrary and informed manner. I hope that the Committee 

keeps these points in mind as it continues its important work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald G Podolak 

 Ms. Terwilliger asked if she could respond to Mr. Podolak’s (Owasco) statement. Mr. Podolak 

(Owasco) encouraged her to do so. Ms. Terwilliger stated that at this time in addition to serving 

as interim staff to the County Planning Board, she was also staff to the 239 Committee due to 

recent vacancies in the Planning Department. She stated that the particular subdivision referral 

that Mr. Podolak (Owasco) was speaking about was first referred to and reviewed by the 239 

Committee on January 15, 2015 at which time the Committee determined after thoroughly 

reviewing the materials submitted by the Town and asking the applicant (who decided to attend 

the meeting- all of which are always open to the public) specific questions regarding their 

concerns over erosion and sediment control, that they needed more information before they could 

make a recommendation to the Town. She stated that the Committee was very concerned over the 

water quality in Owasco Lake and how this project may impact the lake. Ms. Terwilliger also 

stated that at the time of the meeting, the Committee informed the applicant that they would be 

sending correspondence back to the Town requesting that the applicant provide a complete 

SWPPP report that included information on pre and post construction erosion control measures 

that addressed not only the quantity but the quality of water reaching the lake from this project; 

and that if the applicant was able to produce said documentation before the next regularly 

scheduled meeting in February, that the Committee would consider scheduling a special meeting 

so that they were not holding up the Town’s review of the project. Ms. Terwilliger then stated 

that the applicant did not produce the materials requested, which were transmitted to her by the 

Town clerk, before the deadline for the February 19th meeting and therefore the Committee 

reviewed the project again on February 19th. She also stated that at the February 19th meeting the 

Committee felt that the applicant and his engineer still had not provided all of the information that 

the Committee had asked for in January and once again determined that they needed more 

information before they could make their recommendation to the Town. She then stated that the 

Committee once again made the offer to have a special meeting if the applicant could produce the 

information that they were looking for; and that on March 3rd the Committee did have their final 

review of this project as well as one other in the Town of Owasco that was also determined at the 

February 19th meeting to need more information before a recommendation to the Town could be 

made. 

 



Draft Minutes: Cayuga County Planning Board, March 18, 2015 

4 

 Ms. Terwilliger stated to the Board that no local Planning Board should rely solely on the 239 

Committee’s recommendation, but rather they should do their own due diligence and make their 

decision based on what is best for their community; and that the 239 Committee’s role is to 

examine projects for possible intermunicipal impacts. Mr. Rooker (Port Byron) expressed 

concern on behalf of communities north of Auburn that get their drinking water from Owasco 

Lake, stating that they are very concerned about the water quality of the entire lake and that he 

hopes the 239 Committee will keep that in mind and not rush to a decision. He also stated that he 

felt that the 239 Committee should not be scheduling special meetings for applicants even if the 

intent is not to hold up the review process for the municipality, and not necessarily as a “favor” 

for the applicant. Several members of the Board nodded in agreement. Ms. Terwilliger thanked 

everyone for their comments and told the Board that she would share Mr. Podolak’s (Owasco) 

letter with the 239 Committee at their meeting the next morning. 

5. LOCAL STATUS REPORTS 

Village of Port Byron: Mr. Rooker reported that the Village finally adopted the County’s Hazard 

Mitigation Plan as well as recently adopted a joint Comprehensive Plan with the Town of 

Mentz, a project that was nearly a decade in the making. 

Village of Moravia: Mr. Nelson shared with the Board that there is a proposed gas station and car 

wash for the property across from the State Park in the Village and in the Town. He also 

stated that the proposed uses are prohibited in the Village and therefore the property 

owner/developer has applied to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a Use Variance. He also 

stated that the Planning Board has received an application for a small Mennonite operated 

grocery store to occupy the former Dollar Store building in the Village.  

Village of Union Springs: Mr. Yorkey informed the Board that the Village and the Town of 

Springport have been working with the County Planning Department on an application to 

be submitted for the 2015 CFA cycle for a Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Plan 

(LWRP) that will enhance the connections to the lake, park and trails within the two 

communities and build off of the recently adopted Village Zoning Law, the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan, and the Cayuga Lake Blueway Trail Plan which identifies Frontenac 

Park as a key anchor site along the trail. 

Village of Aurora: Vice-Chairman Bianconi shared with the Board that the Village has been 

working through some amendments to their zoning laws and has reached out to the County 

Planning Department for possible assistance with this project. 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Mr. Rooker (Port Byron) to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Faynor (Fleming). 

All approving. Adjourned at 6:45 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Kari Terwilliger (interim staff). 


