
1 

MINUTES 

CAYUGA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

March 13, 2013 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Secretary Robert Amerman, Jr. (Summerhill); William Carman (Niles); Randall Frech (Village 

of Cato); George Hiza (Fleming); Cynthia Stephenson (Town of Cato); John Malenick 

(Montezuma); Harvey Mills (Victory); Jay Moose (Mentz); David Morris (Sennett); June 

Ouelette (Sterling); Darrin Rooker (Port Byron); Brian Schenck (Springport); Norm Withers 

(Village of Moravia); Keith Welch (Scipio). 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Tiffany Edwards (Auburn); Jim Frisch (Ledyard); Tim Ganey (Brutus); Mark Jordan (Ledyard); 

Tom Lloyd (Town of Cato); Tom Shutter (Springport); Henry Wild (Springport); Gabriel 

Holbrow (County Planning staff); Bruce Natale (County Planning staff); Rima Shamieh (County 

Planning staff). 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm in the Conference Room (rooms 1 and 2) at the 

Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES, 1879 West Genesee Street Road in Aurelius. 

INTRODUCTIONS BY MEMBERS 

Each person present introduced himself or herself. 

INTERNAL BUSINESS 

1. Approval of Minutes from November 14, 2012 Meeting: Motion by Mr. Welch (Scipio) 

to approve the minutes. Seconded by Secretary Amerman (Summerhill). All members 

vote AYE. Motion carried. 

2. Review of Minutes of the GML 239-L, M & N Committee: Mr. Holbrow (staff) gave a 

report on the activity of the county’s committee for intermunicipal review of local land 

use actions under GML §§239-l, m & n in November and December 2012 as well as 

January and February 2013. The board has asked that all of its members be notified of the 

meetings and agendas of the county intermunicipal review committee. Several members 

reported that they had not received notification. Mr. Holbrow said that he will try to make 

sure that everyone gets notice. 

3. Nomination of Chair for 2013: At the November meeting, the board elected a Vice-

Chairman and secretary for 2013 but left a vacancy in the position of Chairman. After a 

brief discussion, Mr. Malenick (Montezuma) made a motion to recommend to the Cayuga 

County Legislature the appointment of Keith Welch (Scipio) to be Chairman. Seconded 

by Secretary Amerman (Summerhill). All members vote AYE. Motion carried. 
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4. Ethics Working Group Report: The Ethics Working Group of the board reported on its 

work to draft a model ethics law that towns and villages can adopt. Working group 

members Mr. Hiza (Fleming), Mr. Holbrow (staff), Mr. Malenick (Montezuma), and Mr. 

Welch (Scipio) met on February 12, March 12, and March 27 to choose among language 

options from other laws and draft appropriate provisions. The group plans to send out a 

proposed model law to board members to review in the middle of June, with the intention 

of putting a recommendation on the law up for a vote at the board’s meeting on July 17. 

NEW BUSINESS: ISSUES OF COUNTYWIDE IMPORTANCE 

1. Hazard Mitigation Plan: Cayuga County continues work on the multi-jurisdictional all-

hazards mitigation plan. Board members were encouraged to attend a public meeting on 

March 20 in the Cayuga County Legislative Chambers. Mr. Natale (staff) presented some 

of the hazard mitigation projects that the county has undertaken in recent years, which 

towns and villages can draw ideas from. 

2. Agricultural District Consolidation: A public review period for consolidating the county’s 

six agricultural districts into one district ended on February 28. County staff is preparing 

proposed boundaries of the consolidated district based on property-owners requests to be 

added to or removed from the district. The next step is for the Board as well as the county 

Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board to review the proposed consolidated district 

in order to make a recommendation to the county legislature. Board members suggested 

April 9 as a potential date for the special meeting to review the proposed district, since 

many Board members would already have gathered for the two trainings that evening. 

Board members discussed the what agricultural district program is and how state-certified 

agricultural districts are different from local agriculture zoning districts. 

3. County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan: Ms. Shamieh (staff) introduced herself 

as the county’s lead on the countywide Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan. She 

explained that they are gathering data for now and will begin the public outreach process 

in late summer. 

4. 2013 Cayuga County Planning Board Training Series: Board members were provided 

with a schedule of the 2013 training series. 

LOCAL STATUS REPORTS 

Town of Summerhill: Secretary Amerman reported the Summerhill is looking at town agriculture 

protection, building from the town’s comprehensive plan. 

Town of Scipio: Mr. Welch reported that there has been further progress to date on gaining 

maintenance access to a public cemetery that currently has no public access. He also 

reported that a state grant and $90 thousand in committed support from the county 

legislature did come through for internet access provider Clarity Connect to provide high-

speed broadband wireless internet service in southern Cayuga County. 

Village of Port Byron: Mr. Rooker reported that the village is working with the Town of Mentz 

on a comprehensive plan. 
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Town of Ledyard: Mr. Jordan reported that the Town adopted a comprehensive plan in October. 

The Town made a recommendation on the agricultural district consolidation, advising the 

county legislature that they want the whole town except the village of Aurora to be 

included in the district. 

Town of Sterling: Ms. Ouelette reported that the town planning board has been consistently busy 

with several minor and major subdivisions. The town’s zoning commission is nearing 

completion on updates to the zoning code. 

Town of Fleming: Mr. Hiza reported that the Town has proposed seven revisions to the town 

zoning regulations. He noted that the Town previously updated its zoning after 

completing an amendment to its comprehensive plan in 2008, with minor revisions in 

2012. Mr. Welch (Scipio) commented that zoning and land use regulation should be 

revised and updated frequently. 

City of Auburn: Ms. Edwards reported that the City approved the East Side Heights subdivision 

which is partly in the City and partly in the Town of Sennett, and has started review of a 

proposed 3,200 s.f. addition to Mack Studios. The City is revisiting the regulations of 

home occupations in its zoning code. 

Village of Cato: Mr. Frech reported that there is a new owner for the former Tabor motor 

property in on the highway. Inquiries from a major retailer, though still nebulous, have 

renewed interest in village planning. 

Town of Montezuma: Mr. Malenick reported that the Town is revising its zoning, and that the 

town planning board started working on a comprehensive plan in January. The planning 

board hired an assistant to take note and do updates but otherwise has not engaged an 

outside consultant. The Town recently initiated court proceeding against a resident for 

zoning code violations related to keeping 63 chickens on the resident’s property. The 

town court dismissed the charges, finding that the towns ordinance was not properly 

noticed when adopted several decades ago and is therefore invalid. The town historian 

found evidence using fultonhistory.com that the proper notice of the zoning code had 

been published, and the Town is appealing to county court.  

Town of Sennett: Mr. Morris reported that Bucket BBQ, the site of zoning controversy, has 

opened for business. 

Village of Moravia: Mr. Withers reported that he is new to the village planning board and so 

does not have any news yet. 

Town of Cato: Mr. Lloyd reported that the town comprehensive plan was approved and accepted, 

and that the town agriculture protection plan was awarded as the number one plan in the 

state. The agriculture plan is available on the town’s website. 

Town of Mentz: Mr. Moose reported that the Town adopted a procedure for third-party site plan 

review of cell tower proposals. Since code officers are not specifically trained to review 

cell tower projects, a third-party inspector can help with that review. The Town is also 

working on updating its junkyard law. 

Town of Brutus: Mr. Ganey reported that the Town is reviewing its comprehensive plan jointly 

with the Village of Weedsport. He also reported that the Town created a new water 

district on East Brutus Street and Cottle Road. 
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Town of Springport: Mr. Schenck reported that the Town is nearing completion on the second 

phase of its comprehensive plan. 

Town of Victory: Mr. Mills reported that the Town is looking as revising its zoning 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Secretary Amerman (Summerhill) to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Frech 

(Village of Cato). Adjourned at 7:04 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Gabriel Holbrow (staff). 

Minutes approved by the Board on July 17, 2013. 


