
1 

MINUTES 

CAYUGA COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

November 14, 2012 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Chairman Keith Welch (Scipio); Vice-Chairman Patricia Bianconi (Aurora); Secretary Robert 

Amerman, Jr. (Summerhill); George Hiza (Fleming); Cynthia Stephenson (Town of Cato); 

Harvey Mills (Victory); Jay Moose (Mentz); David Morris (Sennett); Brian Schenck 

(Springport). 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Gabriel Holbrow (County Planning staff). 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm in the Conference Room (rooms 1 and 2) at the 

Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES, 1879 West Genesee Street Road in Aurelius. 

INTRODUCTIONS BY MEMBERS 

Each person present introduced himself or herself. 

INTERNAL BUSINESS 

1. Approval of Minutes from September 19, 2012 Meeting: Secretary Amerman 

(Summerhill) made a correction to page 3: the work for the Town of Summerhill’s 

comprehensive plan was done by the planning board and secretary, not the town board. 

Motion by Chairman Welch (Scipio) to approve the minutes. Seconded by Mr. Hiza 

(Fleming). All members vote AYE. Motion carried. 

2. Review of Minutes of the GML 239-L, M & N Committee: Mr. Holbrow (staff) gave a 

report on the activity of the county’s committee for intermunicipal review of local land 

use actions under GML §§239-l, m & n since the last planning board meeting in 

September. In October the review committee approved a site plan for a dairy ingredients 

facility in the Cayuga County Industrial Park in Aurelius. The committee will meet on 

November 15 to review a site plan for a telecommunications tower in Throop and a 

proposed zoning change in Weedsport. The board briefly discussed telecommunications 

tower projects related to the upgrade of the county’s 911 system. 

Mr. Morris (Sennett) made a request that members of this board be notified when a 

project from his or her town or village is scheduled for review. After a brief discussion it 

was agreed that Mr. Holbrow (staff) will forward each agenda of the county review 

committee to all county planning board members. 

In response to Mr. Morris’s question from the previous meeting asking where a local 

agency doing State Environment Quality Review (SEQR) can find information on what 
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endangered species might be in the area, Mr. Holbrow reported that the most thorough 

and reliable source of information is the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC)’s information service. The service can give site-specific and project-

specific reports the potential impacts for rare or endangered species, generally within four 

weeks. Less detailed information is also available from online mapping tools on the 

DEC’s website. 

3. Discuss Planning Board Activities in 2013: The board discussed the role of the board as 

forum for sharing and exchanging experiences and information on local planning issues. 

The Ethics Working Group is paused at the moment, but intends to start up again soon. 

In light of the small number of attendees at this meeting, members discussed how to 

encourage more involvement. Using the opportunity presented by the reappointment 

process in December and January, Mr. Holbrow (staff) will advertise the value for towns, 

villages, their boards, and individuals to participate and also to reach out to more people 

in each town and village. 

Mr. Holbrow reminded board members that they will be required to submit an annual 

statement of financial disclosure, likely in March of 2013. 

Meeting dates for 2013 were suggested but not decided. Members expressed that they 

like holding the planning board meetings on the same night as trainings, but felt the 2012 

meeting dates were too close together. Several members expressed a preference for 

quarterly meetings, or three meetings spread out such as April, August, and November. 

4. Nomination of Officers for 2013: Mr. Hiza (Fleming) asked if there are position 

descriptions for the officer positions. Mr. Holbrow (staff) answered that there are no 

positiong descriptions. The current officers explained that very little is required. 

Chairman Welch (Scipio) clarified that in 2012 and prior years the county planning board 

chairman has been appointed as one of Cayuga County’s representatives to the Central 

New York Regional Planning and Development Board. He explained that the regional 

board meets bimonthly six times a year, and that he found the meetings to be interesting 

and helpful. 

Chairman Welch withdrew his name from consideration from any of the officer positions. 

Vice-Chairman Bianconi (Aurora) and Secretary Amerman (Summerhill) expressed their 

willingness to continue serving in their current positions, but not to serve as Chairman or 

acting Chairman. Without a nomination for Chairman, the board will take up the matter 

of appointing a Chairman at its next meeting.  

Mr. Morris (Sennett) made a motion to recommend to the Cayuga County Legislature the 

re-appointment of Vice-Chairman Bianconi and Secretary Amerman and to leave a 

vacancy in the position of Chairman and nominate no acting Chairman. Seconded by 

Chairman Welch. All members vote AYE. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: ISSUES OF COUNTYWIDE IMPORTANCE 

1. Hazard Mitigation Plan: Cayuga County continues work on the multi-jurisdictional all-

hazards mitigation plan. Board members were provided with a notice and invitation to a 

stakeholder input meeting on December 5 to assess strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 

and obstacles. 
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2. Electronics Collection Event: Board members were provided with a flyer for an 

electronics collection event for America Recycles Day on November 17. 

3. Agricultural District Consolidation: The county is moving forward with consolidating its 

six agricultural districts into one district. Board members were advised that letters will be 

going out to towns and to individual land owners in the six districts to confirm which 

parcels should be taken out or added to the consolidated district. 

Chairman Welch (Scipio) expressed that there should be more protection for farmland 

from hydrofracking. 

4. 2013 Cayuga County Planning Board Training Series: The training series will continue in 

2013 with four sessions, although the dates and topics are not yet set. Chairman Welch 

(Scipio) recommended that Ethics should be repeated as an annual topic. 

LOCAL STATUS REPORTS 

Town of Sennett: Mr. Morris reported that the town approved a new gravel mine with limits on 

the hours of operation and restrictions on the traffic flow. The mine began operations a 

month or so ago. 

Town of Summerhill: Secretary Amerman reported no news. 

Town of Fleming: Mr. Hiza reported that four minor subdivisions had come to the planning 

board, including two that were also referred to the zoning board of appeals. He also gave 

an update on the state highway project in the town to mitigate water runoff, reporting that 

the design improves the situation but misses the greatest problem area by 100-150 yards. 

Village of Aurora: Vice-Chairman Bianconi reported that the village has been working on 

updating its zoning code. 

Town of Scipio: Chairman Welch reported that the Town is making progress on efforts to 

establish maintenance access to a public cemetery that currently has no public access. 

The neighboring property owners have started talking with town officials. He mentioned 

a proposal from Clarity Connect, an internet access company with service in Tompkins 

County, to extend high-speed wireless internet access into Scipio and other internet 

“dead-zones” in southern Cayuga County. Clarity Connect is seeking $90 thousand in 

support from the county for a $2 million tower project, but some county legislators 

remain reluctant to provide funding. Chairman Welch encouraged people to urge county 

legislators to support the project. 

Town of Mentz: Mr. Moose reported that work is progressing on the Veterans’ Memorial. The 

Town is negotiating with the operator of the Medical Center; the center is located in a 

building owned by the town, and the operator wants to own the building. 

Town of Cato: Ms. Stephenson reported on a subdivision review. 

Town of Victory: Mr. Mills reported that the planning board reviewed a minor subdivision. The 

town is working on updating its zoning. 

Town of Springport: Mr. Schenck reported that the Town is working on its comprehensive plan. 

The town’s land use plans near Union Springs match with the village’s plans. The town 

hopes to communicate and cooperate with the village further. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Secretary Amerman (Summerhill) to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Morris 

(Sennett). Adjourned at 7:06 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Gabriel Holbrow (staff). 

Minutes approved as written by the Board on March 13, 2013. 


