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Minutes 

Cayuga County GML 239-l, m & n Review Committee 

July 17, 2014 

The Cayuga County GML 239-l, m & n Review Committee was established in 2005 by Cayuga 

County Legislature Resolution 413-05 as the agency to conduct mandatory reviews in Cayuga County 

under sections 239-l, 239-m, and 239-n of the General Municipal Law of New York State. The 

Committee meets monthly to review local actions for potential intermunicipal or countywide impacts. 

The meeting was called to order at 9:14 AM in the Conference Room on the 5th floor of the County 

Office Building at 160 Genesee Street in Auburn, New York. 

The following committee members were present: 

Director of Planning and Development: Steve Lynch 

Director of Environmental Health: excused 

Superintendent of Highways: Steve Koon (designee) 

Environmental Engineer: Nick Colas (designee) 

Director of Soil and Water Conservation: excused 

A quorum was thereby established. 

Others present: Gabriel Holbrow (staff); Kari Terwilliger (staff). 

MINUTES: 

Minutes from June 19, 2014: Review was postponed because there was not a quorum of members 

who had been present at that meeting. 

The following municipal matters were submitted to the Committee for consideration pursuant to 

New York State General Municipal Law §§239-l, m, & n: 

1. Town of Sennett – Zoning Law 

The Committee carefully considered the materials provided by the Town related to the proposed 

new comprehensive townwide Zoning Law. Discussion focused on the proposed Commercial 

Overlay Districts on Routes 5 and 34, which appear to be inconsistent with the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2009. Committee members stressed that the legal authority for 

zoning is closely related to the Comprehensive Plan in New York State case law. Consistency with 

a Comprehensive Plan is important for zoning in part because of the need to solicit and incorporate 

public input which the comprehensive planning process helps provide. Committee members 

expressed that a municipality’s own Comprehensive Plan is an intermunicipal consideration 
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because adjacent municipalities and the County rely on the municipality’s Comprehensive Plan to 

understand community goals and forecast development trends when they are planning for their own 

community’s future growth and development. 

Steve Lynch reported that he had two separate conversations yesterday with David Sikora, chair of 

the Town of Sennett Planning Board, and John Langey, attorney for the Town. Both understood the 

importance of consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and expressed that the Town’s intent is to 

take a few months in the rezoning process to ensure that it is done properly. 

The Committee noted that in many places the proposed district lines do not follow property 

boundaries, and observed that this is not a desirable situation. Committee members noted that some 

of the proposed district lines seem to have been drawn to match existing district lines which 

currently do not follow property boundaries, and that this may be part of the reason for the same in 

the proposed districts. 

The Committee discussed provisions in §504.19 of the proposed zoning law which would prohibit 

gas, oil and coal extraction and other heavy industry throughout the Town. Committee members 

observed that existing gas leases could make this a delicate issue and that it would be in the Town’s 

best interest to make sure that the public was aware of these provisions in the law. 

MOTION BY STEVE LYNCH: Recommend disapproval and direct staff to prepare 

and deliver a report containing the following points: 

1. The Committee considers a municipality’s 

Comprehensive Plan to be an intermunicipal 

consideration. 

2. State law and good planning practice require that 

zoning regulations be in accordance with a 

Comprehensive Plan. 

3. The proposed Zoning Law appears not to be in 

accordance with components of the Town’s 

adopted Comprehensive Plan. 

4. Provide comments and guidance on amending the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

SECOND BY NICK COLAS: All vote AYE. 

Motion Approved and Carried. 
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2. Town of Ira – Special Use Permit – Walton, 12787 Bethel Road 

The Committee carefully considered the materials provided by the Town related to the application 

for a special use permit to park and maintain trucks and trailers. The Committee noted that the 

proposal includes an additional driveway providing a second point of access on Bethel Road closer 

to Route 34 than the existing driveway. The Committee discussed whether there would be an 

adequate distance from the proposed driveway to the Route 34 intersection. Noting that there is 

very little traffic on that segment of Route 34, Committee members judged that the additional 

driveway would have no more than minimal impact on people in the immediate area and no impact 

on countywide traffic or on people outside the immediate area. 

MOTION BY NICK COLAS: Determine that the action appears to have no 

intermunicipal concerns and to be of local concern 

only. 

SECOND BY STEVE LYNCH: All vote AYE. 

Motion Approved and Carried. 

Motion to adjourn by Steve Koon. Seconded by Steve Lynch. All approving. 

Adjourned at 9:40 AM. 

Minutes submitted by Gabriel Holbrow (staff). 

Minutes approved by the Committee on October 16, 2014.  


