
Minutes: Cayuga County 239-l, m & n Committee Meeting 

April 18, 2013 

 
 

 
Page 1 of 3 

Minutes 

Cayuga County Committee for Review under NYS GML §§239-l, m & n  

April 18, 2013 

The meeting was called to order at 9:04 AM in Conference Room on the 5th floor of the County Office 

Building at 160 Genesee Street in Auburn, New York. 

The following committee members were present: 

Director of Planning and Development: Steve Lynch 

Director of Environmental Health: Eileen O’Connor 

Environmental Engineer: Bruce Natale 

Superintendent of Highways: excused 

Director of Soil and Water Conservation: Doug Kierst 

A quorum was thereby established. 

Others present: John Fraser (Cayuga County Soil and Water); George Hiza (Town of Fleming 

Planning Board); Gabriel Holbrow (staff). 

MINUTES: 

Minutes from March 21, 2013: 

MOTION BY DOUG KIERST: Approve minutes. 

SECOND BY STEVE LYNCH: Doug Kierst, Steve Lynch, and Bruce Natale vote AYE. 

Eileen O’Connor abstained because she was not present at 

the March 21 meeting. 

Motion Approved and Carried. 

The following municipal matters were submitted to the Committee for consideration pursuant to 

New York State General Municipal Law §§239-l, m, & n: 

1. Town of Fleming – Zoning Law Amendment 

The Committee carefully considered the materials provided by the Town related to the proposed 

zoning amendments. The Committee discussed the various provisions of the amendments, noting 

that several seem to provide more control over expansion of residential uses in the town. Observing 

that the Town did not provide an explanation of the purpose and reasoning for the changes, 

Committee members questioned Mr. Hiza. He reported that there has been concern over RV’s and 
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temporary structures becoming permanent secondary residential uses. He also reported that the 

modifications to the area allocation rules were requested by area residents to accommodate existing 

residential structures in the agricultural zone. 

MOTION BY STEVE LYNCH: The action appears to have no intermunicipal concerns and 

to be of local concern only. 

SECOND BY DOUG KIERST: All vote AYE. 

Motion Approved and Carried. 

George Hiza left the meeting. 

2. Village of Aurora – Site Plan for Dock/Boathouse Addition – Peters, 461 Main Street 

The Committee carefully considered the materials provided by the Town related to the proposed 

expansion of the dock on Cayuga Lake. Committee members discussed the history of this project, 

and the various permits and regulations involved. The Committee discussed potential impacts and 

whether they rose to the level of intermunicipal or countywide impacts, including impacts on views 

of the lake and the lakeshore, impacts on water quality from construction or from potential flood or 

ice-flow damage, as well as impacts on emergency service response from potential increased 

demand. 

MOTION BY STEVE LYNCH: The action appears to have no intermunicipal concerns 

and to be of local concern only. The committee makes the 

following three comments: 

Comment #1: Although the applicant contacted the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers and the NYS Department of 

Environment Conservation, the joint application for 

permits was not sent to the NYS Office of General 

Services. As the state is the land-owner of the lake 

bottom, the project will need an application, review, and 

approval by OGS. 

Comment #2: The Committee urges the Village to ensure 

that the project complies with local zoning, including 

height of accessory structures in the Flood Hazard Zone 

(Aurora Zoning Law §405.P1.A.3.d.), width of docks 

(§405.P1.A.6.c.), and separation of docks 

(§405.P1.A.6.b.). The Committee identifies that these 

provisions were put into place in part to control the visual 

impact of structures over the water. 
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Comment #3: The Committee urges caution to ensure 

that building materials and methods do not harm water 

quality. In particular, sawdust from pressure-treated wood 

should not enter the lake. 

SECOND BY BRUCE NATALE: All vote AYE. 

Motion Approved and Carried. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

The Committee discussed the criteria for referral established in General Municipal Law §239-

m.3.(b), noting that proximity to a lake is not one of the criteria in the law. The Committee 

affirmed that being within 500 feet of any of the lakes in the county, including Cayuga, Owasco, 

Skaneateles, Cross, and Ontario, does not by itself trigger the referral requirement under General 

Municipal Law. 

Motion to adjourn by Doug Kierst. Seconded by Eileen O’Connor. All approving. 

Adjourned at 10:10 AM. 

Minutes submitted by Gabriel Holbrow (staff). 

Minutes approved by the Committee on June 20, 2013. 


