110 FAYETTE STREET
MANLIUS, NEW YORK 13104

February 15, 2021
Town of Sennett
6931 Cherry Street Road
Auburn, NY 13021
RE:

Sennett Meadows Senior Living Apartments
3365 E. Genesee Street Road (US Route 20)
Town of Sennett, NY
Response to Comment

Dear Supervisor Gray, Town Trustees and Planning Board Members,
As part of the Rochester’s Cornerstone Group application for Planned Development District (PDD)
consideration, regarding the January public hearing for the Sennett MeadowsApartments questions were
raised that we would like to address. Those questions include proposed driveway access onto Genesee
Street Road (US Route 20) and traffic impact; vehicular accidents in the vicinity of the proposed driveway;
and visual impact of the project to the surrounding neighbors. This letter will address each of these issues.
Proposed Driveway:
The jurisdiction for the proposed driveway and impact to Genesee Street Road (US Route 20) is with New
York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT). NYSDOT performs engineering review for any and
all potential impacts to their highway system. Engineering review includes proposed project trip
generation, existing highway capacity, turning movement safety, and maintenance and protection of traffic.
NYSDOT provides a Highway Work Permit to perform construction in a three (3) phase process. The first
phase is an engineering and permit review of the proposed improvements. Upon approval of the Phase
One, the project proponent then can provide final detailed engineering plans, but the project improvements
are generally approved and agreed to.
Upon submittal of traffic data and site plans for the project, NYSDOT has performed the Phase 1 permit
review. This project has received Phase 1 approval from the NYSDOT permit engineer. The only comment
was for a request that the Bus Stop be removed from the highway right of way. We are now preparing
Phase 2, which includes detailed design plans for the improvements and relocating the bus stop internally
in the property to satisfy NYSDOT’s concern.
With the Phase 1 approval, NYSDOT agrees with the proposed driveway, its location and vehicular access
off and onto US Route 20. (See attachment 1 to this letter)
Vehicular Accidents:
Following the questions and concerns regarding accidents along this section of Genesee Street Road (US
Route 20) we filed written requests to both NYSDOT and the Cayuga County Sheriff’s Office for accident
data in the vicinity of the Quincy Hill Drive intersection with US Route 20. Both offices reviewed record
data for the past five (5) years.
NYSDOT accident data base provided two (2) accidents in the close vicinity to the intersection. One from
October 21, 2018 involving a single vehicle hitting a deer. No personal injury was reported, only property
damage. The second reported accident from the NYSDOT data base was a single vehicle accident on
November 27, 2018 in which the report indicates the vehicle slid into a guardrail and cause was listed as
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unsafe speed on snow covered road surface. No personal injury was reported, only vehicle damage. (See
attachment 2-a for the NYSDOT spread sheet report provided.)
From past experience, we have found that the local police jurisdiction may have additional accident data
that did not get reported to NYSDOT. As such we contacted the Cayuga County Sheriff’s Office and
requested accident data for the same section of roadway in the vicinity of Quincy Hill Drive and E. Genesee
Street Road.
Cayuga County provided two (2) additional reported accidents. One from March 9, 2018 involving 3 cars
approximately 500 feet East of the intersection with Quincy Hill Drive. Historic weather logs from this
day indicate it was a snowy March day. The report indicates no injuries from the accident. The last reported
accident was on October 6, 2020. It was a single car approximately 200 feet west of the Quincy Hill Drive
intersection with no injuries reported. (See attachment 2-b for the Cayuga County response to our accident
data request.)
Based on the official reports in the past 5 years there have been 4 accidents in the vicinity. None of which
were at the intersection or the result of turning movements into or out of the intersection. The ratio
of accidents; The average daily vehicle trips on E. Genesee Street Road (US Route 20 along this section is
approximately 7,553 trips per day. In a year this equates to 2,756,845 vehicle trips, in 5 years this is
13,784,225 trips. 4 accidents in 13,784,225 vehicle trips equates to a miniscule chance of an accident (
0.000029%). And none of which were due to turning movements into or out of Quincy Hill Drive and none
of which included any personal injury.
Based on the accident data and concurrence with the NYSDOT acceptance of the proposed driveway
location, it is our opinion that the proposed driveway does not pose an adverse traffic impact on either our
patrons or the traveling public on E. Genesee St. Rd (US Route 20).
Visual Impact:
The proposed building is a 2-story structure with an eave height of approximately 18 feet above finished
ground and the peak of the pitched roof being approximately 36 feet above finished ground.
On midday, Thursday February 4, myself and an engineer from my firm visited the site and preformed a
visual analysis. With coordinate data and the GPS technology of a Drone, we flew the drone over the future
location of the Sennett Meadows Senior Apartments. We set the flying height of the Drone 40 feet above
the existing ground surface. This height is higher than the peak of the roof of the proposed building.
My colleague than went to the Quincy Hill Drive neighborhoods and attempted to view the drone flying at
the 40 foot height at the location of the future project. He attempted to see the drone at the following
locations (all from road / ground level):
• Quincy Hill Drive @ the Cambridge Circle Intersection
• Quincy Hill Drive @ the Barrington Way Intersection
• Barrington Way @ the crest of the road / approximately ½ way to Butera
• Barrington Way @ the Butera Drive Intersection
Due to tree coverage, line of sight, elevation differences and the distance that the proposed site is from the
neighborhoods, in ALL locations, the Drone was not visible from the ground level.
I then elevated the Drone to 100 feet above the ground and albeit very small, due to the distance away from
the neighborhood to the location of the proposed building, the drone could be seen.

Therefore, while standing at road level the future building will not be visible from the residential
neighborhood.
To reinforce this point from the Drone (again flying above the location of the proposed building at 40 feet
above ground) we directed the camera to the west looking back at the Quincy Hill Drive neighborhoods
(Cambridge Circle, Barrington Way, & Butera Drive). Using the analogy “ If I can’t see you, you can’t see
me” visual impact logic. From the photo off in the far distance, approximately ½ mile away, you can see
the roof tops of 4 homes on Barrington Way and one on E. Genesee Street Road. Using the stated analogy,
visually from the second floors of these five homes, the roof top peak of the proposed Sennett Meadows
Senior Living building is the only portion of the proposed building that will be visible. This impact is so
far away ( approximately ½ mile away ) the silhouette of the rooftop is all that will be visible and thus will
not deter from the existing vista. (See attachment 3 for the Drone Photo)
Based on the site evidence found, it is our opinion that the proposed development will not pose a visible
impact to the existing residential neighborhood to the west of the subject site.
Respectfully submitted,
NAPIERALA CONSULTING
Professional Engineer, P.C.

Matthew R. Napierala
Matthew R. Napierala, P.E.
Managing Engineer / President

Attachment 1
NYSDOT Phase 1 Approval Email

Christian Hill
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Stevens, Richard D. (DOT) <Richard.Stevens@dot.ny.gov>
Tuesday, February 09, 2021 2:36 PM
Christian Hill
RE: RCG Sennett Meadows Senior Apartments
PERM 33-COM_04_15_rev 040715.pdf; 209-01 Sediment Control.pdf; Drainage Report requirements
revised.doc; Drainage Report Shell.doc

Christian,
We have completed review of the submission and have the following comments:
1. Please consider this email as stage 1 approval for access to RT 20 for the proposed development. Please proceed
to stage 2 of the permitting process.
2. Please provide a drainage report that details the drainage modifications. Please be advised that no additional
drainage can be sent to the NYSDOT ROW.
3. It would be our preference for the bus stop to be on the site, not on RT 20.
4. Sheet TS‐1
a. Detail 1
i. Pay item for base course asphalt has been updated to 402.258903.
ii. Material thickness are missing. Please see comment 5c below for thicknesses.
iii. Item 6 has pay item numbers for topsoil and establish turf. Topsoil should be at least 3”.
b. Detail 2 – Similar comments to above.
c. Detail 4 – Silt Fence is not permitted within the NYSDOT ROW. We now permit the use of sediment filter
logs. Please see attached silt fence standard sheet.
d. Asphalt sidewalk in the ROW is not permitted but will not be necessary if the bus stop is relocated.
5. Sheet GP‐1
a. Again, the bus stop should be located on site.
b. The shoulder will need to be reconstructed to a heavy duty shoulder. The existing shoulder is light duty
intended for an occasional vehicle stopping not daily traffic ingress and egress. See attached 50‐10
driveway detail.
c. Shoulder thicknesses:
i. 1.5” Top course item (402.098303)
ii. 2.0” Binder course item (402.198903)
iii. 2 – 3.0” lifts of Base course item (402.258903)
iv. 12” min subbase course item (304.15)
Please address the above comments at your earliest convenience. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Thank you
Rick
Richard Stevens
Transportation Analyst, Permits
New York State Department of Transportation, Central New York Region
333 E. Washington Street, Syracuse, NY 13202
(315)428-4640 | richard.stevens@dot.ny.gov
www.dot.ny.gov
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Attachment 2-a
NYSDOT Accident Data Spreadsheet
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0
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CCD_A _Week Street Cross Lot Ind
CTN V
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N
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N

Attachment 2-b
Cayuga County Accident Data Letter

CAYUGA COUNTY LEGISLATURE
160 GENESEE STREET, 6TH FLOOR
AUBURN, NEW YORK 13021

Sheila Smith
Clerk of the Legislature
Phone: 315-253-1498
Fax: 315-253-1586
E-mail: ssmith@cayugacounty.us
February 11, 2021

Matt Napierala, PC
Napierala Consultanting
110 Fayette Street
Manlius, NY 13104
VIA EMAIL ONLY
mnap@napcon.com
RE: FOIL REQUEST – accident data for the intersection of US Route 20 and Quincy Hill
Drive in the Town of Sennett, Cayuga County, NY.
Dear Mr. Napierala:
The records requested in your January 22, 2021 FOIL, referenced above, have been located.
Over the course of five years, a search from January 1st 2016 to present there were two accidents at or near the
intersection of US Route 20 and Quincy Hill Road that the Cayuga county sheriff’s office responded to. They
are as follows:
October 6th, 2020 (200 ft west of Quincy Hill Road, single car accident, no injuries)
March 9th, 2018 (500 ft East of Quincy Hill Road, three car accident, no injuries)
Sincerely,
/s/

Sheila Smith

Sheila Smith
Clerk to the Legislature
cc:

Cayuga County Sheriff’s Department

Attachment 3
Visual Impact - Drone Photo

DRONE PIC.
FEB. 4, 2021 FROM PROPOSED BUILDING LOCATION, FLYING AT 40 FT. ABOVE GROUND - LOOKING WEST

