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S T E R L I N G  N AT U R E  C E N T E R :  M I S S I O N 

VISION STATEMENT 

“The Ster l ing Nature Center,  located on the shore of  Lake Ontar io,  provides 1,428 acres of  d iverse habi tat ,  offer ing 
opportuni t ies for  a l l  to exper ience and learn about nature through a var iety of  act iv i t ies and programs.”
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E x i s t i n g  P i c n i c  S h e l t e r

-  MAJOR TAKEAWAYS   
    
 -  Cl ients needs in terms of  programing

 -  Discussed and analyzed four possible bui ld ing s i tes

 -  Learned about the constraints of  the exist ing structure
     -  Asbestos s id ing 
   -  Leaking roof
   -  Lacks space for events due to bui ld ing structure
   -  County wi l l  no longer support  the bui ld ing due to heal th 
             and safety reasons
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G a g e d  c o m m u n i t y 
o p i n i o n s  o n  w h a t  t o  d o 

w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g 
i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  c e n t e r

B A C K G R O U N D  |  A N A LY S I S  |  O U T R E A C H  |  P R E S E R VAT I O N  |  P R O G R A M  |  D E S I G N  |  M O V I N G  F O R W A R D
 



H I S T O R I C  S T R U C T U R E
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-Or ig inal  bui ld ing constructed ca. 1860
  -Georgian, one-and-one-hal f  story,  hal l -and-par lor  house del ineated by chimneys at  e i ther end
-The current bui ld ing is the resul t  of  many phases of  construct ion
  -Today, most of  the exter ior  e lements removed
  -Some of the windows on the main (south) facade, l ikely covered up when the bui ld ing was re-sided.  
  -The east and west wings are later phases; addi t ions on the rear (north) facade most ly date to the 20th century
-Main (south) facade viewed by v is i tors enter ing the s i te largely retains histor ic character
  -Most character def in ing feature -  “ r iver rock” stone chimneys
  -These stones were col lected from the shore of  Lake Ontar io,  int imately ty ing the bui ld ing to i ts landscape. 

E a s t  F a c a d e S o u t h  F a c a d e

N
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-  Rehabi l i tat ion of  the histor ic bui ld ing wi l l  retain i t  as a useful  resource for the SNC.  
  -  Can serve as an auxi l iary bui ld ing for c lasses and group act iv i t ies coordinated by the SNC.
  -  Use as a rental  faci l i ty for professional and enthusiast groups to hold meet ings and events,  as wel l  as pr ivate  
    party rentals,  such as weddings or other fami ly gather ings.  
  -  As an income-producing property,  the structure wi l l  qual i fy for  federal  and state preservat ion incent ives 
    programs that could help fund the rehabi l i tat ion.  
-  Rehabi l i tat ing the Jensvold House wi l l  a lso preserve the histor ic character of  the s i te,  s ince i t  is  the only intact     
  bui ld ing that test i f ies to the areas decades of  use as farmland 

P r o j e c t C o s t
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$20,000
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$8,000 

$4,000

$60,000
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R O O F  P L A N

Green Roof

Ramp to Roof
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