
Page 1 of 4 

 

Adopted Minutes 

Cayuga County Ag & Farmland Protection Board 

Monday, August 19, 2019, 10:00 A.M. 

5th Floor, Conference Room 

Cayuga County Office Building 

Auburn, NY 13021 
 

Board Members Present:  
Kelly Anderson, Chair (Cayuga County Real Property Services, Director) 

Jason Cuddaback, designee (Chairperson of the Board of Directors CCSWCD) 

Jeff Ten Eyck (Agricultural Land Preservation Organization Representative) 

Dennis Eckel (Agribusiness Representative) 

Craig Culver (Farmer Representative) 

Christopher Gross (Farmer Representative) 

John O’Connell, III (Farmer Representative) 
 

Others present:  
Kari Terwilliger (CCPED Staff to AFPB) 
 

Absent: 

Andrew Dennison (Cayuga County Legislator) 

Steve Lynch (Cayuga County Planning & Economic Development, Director) 

Thane Benson (Farmer Representative) 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Kelly Anderson at approximately 10:04 A.M. with a quorum of members 

present. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – April 30, 2019 meeting 

Kelly Anderson asked the Board if they had reviewed the minutes from the April 30, 2019 meeting and if they had 

any questions, comments, or corrections to make. There were none. She asked if there was a motion to approve said 

minutes. Jason Cuddaback made a motion that the minutes from April 30, 2019 be accepted as written. 

Motion seconded by John O’Connell, III. Motion carried.  

 

3. County Agricultural District Mandatory 8-Year Review 

Kelly Anderson asked Kari Terwilliger to review this agenda item with the Board. Kari briefly went through a 

prepared PowerPoint presentation that was provided to the Board in their meeting packets in advance of the meeting. 

Kari summarized the 12 requests that she received to remove a total of 50 parcels and 3,678.49 acres of land from 

the County’s Agricultural District. She noted that the majority of this land was not currently being used for farming, 

and according to County RPS data, is being used for manufacturing, mining, public utilities, or state owned forest 

lands. She did note that there are a few agricultural parcels that property owners requested to have removed for 

future development. The Board briefly discussed these requests; and Kari pointed out the areas for removal on a 

series of maps she prepared as part of the presentation. After a brief discussion, Kelly Anderson asked the Board if 

they had any further questions or comments with regards to the proposed modification to the County Agricultural 

District. Hearing none, Kelly Anderson asked for a motion to approve the resolution prepared for the Board which 

would support the landowner’s requests to remove a total of 50 parcels and 3,678.49 acres of land from the County’s 

Agricultural District. Dennis Eckel made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. Motion seconded 

by John O’Connell, III. Motion carried. 

 

4. Other Business  

Kelly Anderson asked Kari if she knew of any other business for the Board to address this year. Kari stated that 

there would likely be another round of PDR with the usual landowner meeting in October or November, with pre-

applications due to her in December or January, for the Board’s review in March. She stated that she has a pretty 

good list of landowners from previous rounds, and some new ones, that are interested in applying through the 
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county. Kelly then asked if anyone had any other business to discuss. Dennis Eckle asked if the Board has or should 

have a role in the solar “farms” that are being proposed across the county and their potential impacts to farming. 

Kari stated that unfortunately the AFPB does not really have any power to do much, but that she and other planners 

in her office have been working with some of the towns and villages to adopt regulations for solar installations that 

will permit them, but hopefully mitigate the impacts on agriculture as much as possible. Kelly mentioned that the 

county was trying to work with CEDA to develop standards for PILOT (payment in-lieu of taxes) programs and 

guidance for the municipalities to know that they can request that the properties in question are not taken off the tax 

rolls. Dennis asked what the County Planning Board was doing about these projects; and Kari said that they weren’t 

really doing anything other than discussing with each other that these projects were happening in their community. 

Kari stated that she thought the Planning Department had offered a training on “planning for solar” in recent years; 

but that she would speak with the staff in her office in charge of the training series to see if they could offer a 

training again to empower communities to adopt regulations and procedures for large scale solar projects. 

 

5. Adjournment 

Kelly Anderson asked if there was any further discussion or business to come before the Board. Hearing none, she 

asked for a motion to adjourn. John O’Connell, III made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded 

by Jeff Ten Eyck.  Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 10:35 A.M.   

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kari Terwilliger 
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